Author Interview
with Brian J. Smith
Please provide a brief introduction, including your
name, the genre(s) you write in, previous work and
where you are based.

My name is Brian J. Smith and I’m 41 years old. I love to write
horror and mystery fiction especially in the supernatural and crime
noir genre. My recent works will be seen in two anthologies from
Black Ink Fiction titled Halloween Frights and Winter Shocks but my
other previous works have been featured in Unsettling Reads’ Hope
Screams Eternal, Book Of Horror Community Anthology Vol. 2, The
Horror Zine Magazine Fall 2017 and my short story collection “Dark
Avenues” which was published on Amazon in December of 2019. I
live in southeastern Ohio where I eat spicy food that I shouldn’t be
eating, has too many books and buys more and drinks too much
coffee. I can be found on Facebook under Brian Smith, on
Instagram under horrorauthor9 and on Twitter under BJoseph913.

Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most
proud of, and why?
I’d have to say I’m proud of my novella
“Dark Avenues” (which is featured in the
collection with the same name) because I
lost a lot of family members over the years
and it had a deep impact on me. At the time
I’d written it, there wasn’t enough emotion so
when I went back to rewrite it I knew what it
was like to lose someone and I was able to
incorporate that emotion into my story. It
was a good thing for me to be able to put
my attention toward my writing to help with
the grief I’d felt especially during the time I’d
lost both of my parents.

How long on average does it take you to write a book?
2-4 months.

What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?
The editing process. I feel like such a fool because I didn’t spot a mistake out
when I should’ve done it the first time. I had to re-edit my book “Dark Avenues”
because of all of the mistakes that were in it.

What was your hardest scene to write?

The scene in my novella “Dark Avenues” where he sees the newspaper article
about Marilyn Graham’s death and he analyzes the picture of her mother and
her uncle that’d been taken at the crime scene and he knows what that feels like
because he’d been in that same situation and it’s the type of situation that you
never forget. I think it is a scene that I describe to the best of my ability.

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with
bad or good ones?

Always. I take them with class even the bad ones. No one is going to like
everything you do and that’s okay because at least you’ve accomplished your
goals and entertained the ones who did like it.

What kind of research do you do, and how long do you
spend researching before beginning a book?

A day. I have two options when it comes to that: the public library sitting one
block over from where I live or the Internet.

What does literary success look like to you?

I don’t want to be Time’s Man Of The Year or People’s Sexiest Man Alive (I’m not
that attractive anyway so yeah, lol). Literary success to me is when someone
walks up to me in public at a signing or if I’m just out and about and says that
they enjoyed my book and that they can’t wait for what is next. The fame and the
money is one thing but to be thanked for my contribution to literature means a
lot to me.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you
have?

I have five unfinished books that I would like to finish this year. I also have two
unpublished books that I’m waiting to hear back from right now.

What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?

“A Hell Of A Woman” by Jim Thompson. Everyone praises The Killer Inside Me
and Pop .1280 as they should but I don’t see this novel getting the credit that it
deserves. I can’t recommend that book enough because it had a profound effect
on me when it comes to me writing crime noir.

What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)
My cover for “Dark Avenues”. Don Noble is an amazing artist and kudos to him
for such a fantastic cover.

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you
trying to build a body of work with connections between
each book?
Stand on their own way. They may take place in one novel this year and you
might not visit that place again for years.

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

Describing a female character to the point where you offend someone. It’s one of
the reasons I have think I have trouble describing the opposite sex but I know I’m
gonna slip up and say the wrong thing.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dark-Avenues-Brian-Smith-ebook/dp/B07ZDHXL5W

