Interview with
Adrian Meredith
Let’s begin with an introduction. Could you tell us a
little about yourself and where you’re from?

I’m from Australia, Melbourne to be precise, though I grew up in various places
around Australia, so it gets a bit complicated. I moved around a lot because my
mum and dad broke up when I was 18 months old, so I lived in a sleepy little
country town called Somerset in Tasmania, in the multicultural tropical city of
Darwin, in the desert of Alice Springs and the real desert Aboriginal community
of Mount Liebig, and I lived for 6 years in the very modern city of Launceston in
Tasmania. I’ve lived in so many places that I could fill up this whole page talking
about them all. My grandfather had a dairy farm where they had a number of
horses that were previously used to work the land, and this was quite fascinating
for me, as they let the horses run wild and free once they started using tractors
(it is a very old farm) and there are all of these horses that are basically wild, but
they own them. I never lived there but it always fascinated me and was a big
influence on this. We had a hobby farm too for a while, in Somerset, with just the
one-acre paddock. As for me, I’ve had a whole range of different jobs but never
really a proper career. I’ve worked in childcare and as a teacher’s aide, I was a
juggler at children’s parties, I worked as a typist for various hospitals and
medical centres, and I’ve done fairly high-end super-secretive intelligence work, in
a very low-end way! It’s great inspiration for writing though!

Your novella, A Splintered Soul, has just been release by
Red Cape Publishing. How would you describe the book
to readers who want to know more?
I think it depends on the reader, as I think it really has a lot to offer for a lot of
different readers. I think if you like romance, it has that, while if you like mystery
it definitely has that. If you like a Coming-of-Age story, it has that too. If you like
a fairy tale, it has that. If you like a massive epic fantasy, it has a bit of that too.

And it’s also based on non-fiction, so if you want your stories to be based on
real events, it definitely has that. It’s metaphorical, of course, so a bit like Alice in
Wonderland in the sense that it took real events and then changed them so that
they still have the same basic story but the physical nature of it is changed a bit.
I sometimes refer to it as a million stories at once, as each reader will view it in a
different way. I’ve had people tell me it is my religious book (and from multiple
different religions too). I’ve had people tell me it is an LGBT+ book. I’ve had
people tell me this is about child abuse, or about organised crime, or so many
other things. And it’s all true. I guess that if you want the super simple story, it’s
about two children with superpowers who have to use those powers to kill the
greatest hero the world has ever known. It’s Star Wars without the light sabres or
space travel. It’s Lord of the Rings if it was based on every religion at once
instead of just Norse. It’s Game of Thrones with more main characters dying. It’s
Narnia with less talking animals. And yet it is its own story. It is what you want it
to be. I guess mainly, probably the most important bit, is it is uplifting. It is about
overcoming depression. It’s a self-help book. It’s about how people in really bad
situations can still find a way out to the other side intact.

A Splintered Soul is just the beginning in an epic series.
What can readers expect from the series as a whole?
It was originally written as one novel, as Children of the Crescent Moon, and I
then split it up into seven afterwards, so A Splintered Soul is really just like
season 1 of a series. In the second book, you will see the children mature a lot
and much more serious issues being tackled, though there are still the fun things
that are in the first book. Each subsequent book becomes more serious and
more important. The feel is still generally the same from one book to the next,
and even when we get to Eyes of the Crescent Moon, Hunters of the Crescent
Moon, Fall of the Gods and all of the rest. There are about eighty books in the
works, all up. It’s all on the same basic plot.

If you could summarise the series in just one sentence,
how would you describe it?

The whole series is about the war between the Gods and the Fae, and their
angels, the dragons and faeries, for control of the universe, and about the true
nature of life. It comes from the perspective that every religion is right and finds
a medium where it all makes sense. If you mean just Children of the Crescent
Moon, in one sentence that is about two children with superpowers who have to
use those powers to kill the greatest hero the world has ever known.

What was the inspiration behind the Children of the
Crescent Moon series?

My grandfather’s death triggered a series of terrible events in my life and those of
my family, which my grandfather had predicted in the weeks and months before
he died and told us how to stop them from getting too out of control. It was thus
his help before he died to help me and the rest of my family to cope with some
terrible events.

How long has it taken you to write, and is it complete
yet?

My grandfather died in 1987 so in a sense this took 34 years, but I didn’t write
anything down until 1989 and didn’t have any kind of manuscript until 1999
probably, though it wasn’t any good until at least 2006. I haven’t really changed
it much since 2018 though, but then I moved on to work on other works that
come afterwards. Children of the Crescent Moon is finished, as is Eyes of the
Crescent Moon and Hunters of the Crescent Moon, plus a prequel novella and a
book of fairy tales as well, which would be 22 books in total. But I am still
working on other works that come afterwards, and I am currently writing book
24 in the series. Potentially there could be about 80 by the end of it all.

Are there any other writers or similar books which you
feel have influenced your work?

Probably Star Wars and Narnia are the two main ones, though the story of “The
Journey to the West”, which became the TV show “Monkey Magic” was also a big
influence. I loved in all three cases that they were able to tell a deep story about
serious religious topics in a fun way that didn’t require you to follow that
religion. While I guess that Lord of the Rings did too, and I liked Lord of the
Rings, I liked the other stories more. I loved the idea of being able to tell serious
stories in a fun way, and in a way that can be understood in multiple different
ways at once.

What are your writing plans for the future?

I think it will take me about 20 years to finish this series, so I’ll be doing that for
the foreseeable future. I also have a first draft of a horror story based on
Kangaroo Island and the Aboriginal views of it as the “Island of the Dead”, a
haunted island that acts as a gateway between this life and the next, though I
need to do a lot more work on it before that one can be anywhere near finished.

I also had an idea of writing a book about the origins of vampires, focusing
around Lilith, though I’m not sure if that will ever come to fruition. I’ve also had
thoughts about some non-fiction work, but I can never decide which one to write
about. I have some interest in writing about organised crime and disinformation
and, like everyone else, I wrote a bit about the origins of COVID-19, but whether I
want to burden anyone with yet another book about it is another issue entirely.
But for the time being I am mainly interested in finishing this series. It’s so much
better than anything else I’ve written that I just love it so much and I love being a
part of it.

Anything else you’d like to add?

Thanks for letting me do this interview and thanks to Red Cape Publishing for
giving me a chance with this book and helping me to get it out there. I hope that
it sells a lot of copies and does really well, but I think most importantly I hope
that it helps people. One of my friends was in hospital on life support and she
read a version of this, and she said that it helped her to see a pathway out of the
hell she was in. That’s the kind of thing I want to do with this. More than selling
copies or making money, I want this to make a difference to the world. That’s
what I’d love to see. I sometimes refer to this as the “Wyld Stallyns of Literature”
(for people who have seen “Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventure”, and, for those
who haven’t, Wyld Stallyns is a band who changes the world). I really do hope
that it can do that. I think it can, if people can give it a chance. I think they will be
surprised at how they feel about it once they start reading.

A Splintered Soul is the first in the
Children of the Crescent Moon
series of fantasy novellas from
Adrian Meredith. Jump into this epic
saga, available from Amazon at
https://mybook.to/SplinteredSoul

