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Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.

Sarah Jane Huntington. I live in Derby. I write horror, folklore, and supernatural
tales.
I have an adult short story collection out called Paint it Black and various
horror stories in anthologies so far.
The Pawnbroker and the Boy is the book I had the absolute most fun writing.

Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of,
and why?
A story called The Snow Woman because it was my very first acceptance.

How long on average does it take you to write a book?
Around six months, it depends on my shift schedule.

What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

I tend to get carried away in a story and I miss gaping plot holes entirely.

What was your hardest scene to write?
A happy ending!

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or
good ones?

Occasionally I look. I adore the good ones of course. Any bad ones and I just try
and shrug it off although it does sting a little.

What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?

Generally, I don’t research much. I love documentaries and I’m always trying
to learn everything I can. I’m lucky enough to be able to keep information in
my head.

What does literary success look like to you?

People enjoying my stories. When someone takes the time to tell me they liked
a particular story, it makes everything worthwhile.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
Two published, three still needing work, and six stuck in my head trying to
escape.

What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?
Anything by Tanith Lee. Particularly Vivia, a vampire novel.

What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)
Spending money on books and reading as much as possible.

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?
My current two books are vastly different, I think the rest will be too.

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

I think it’s easy to listen to others who tell you to write a certain way, ‘don’t do
this, don’t do that,’ etc. Personally, I can only write the way I want and know,
otherwise, I end up trying to be someone I’m not. Self-belief is hard too - for
years, writing became my secret and I had no support or encouragement at
all. People told me I was wasting my time. Thankfully, I stopped listening.

What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters
from the opposite sex?

I haven’t found any difficulties, as yet, although I’m sure I will at some point.
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