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Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.

Hey, My name is Dave McCluskey, I live in Liverpool, in the UK with my
partner Lauren, and our girls Grace, and Sian. We also have a sausage dog
who refuses to be housetrained, and now I know why they are called
‘sausage’ dogs.
I mostly write horror, but I do cross genre from time to time. I began, back
in the day (about 10 years ago) writing horror rhyming tales for children,
and soon spread that through to horror for adults too. I write in the
medium of novels, and graphic novels.
I write under the name D E McCluskey for adults (I had to disguise it
because I want to be able to go to the Aldi and not get mobbed by fans),
and Dave McCluskey for children. I wouldn’t want any children who might
enjoy my books to look me up and find the novel CRACK.
I currently have 7 novels self-published, and 4 graphic novels.

Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of,
and why?

That’s like asking which one of my kids I love the best (actually, that’s easy,
they are both a pain in the a*se). I have a few that I am particularly proud
of. Doppelganger was my first, full length tale, this is a graphic novel. Then

there is The Twelve, which was my debut novel, and still my best seller. I
rewrote A Christmas Carol, completely in rhyme, and released that as a
graphic novel too, that was some doing, believe me. However, I think my
own personal favourite would be my latest book, TimeRipper. I have
always been fascinated with Jack The Ripper, and wanted to take a
completely original (false) account of what happened. It is my first foray
into a genre that I love, science fiction, and I really enjoyed making all the
science up as I went along. Some of it even sounds plausible, although I
think some physicist would disagree with me.

How long on average does it take you to write a book?

This is a bit of a loaded question. The real answer is that I can write a book
faster than I read (I am the slowest reader ever… this is TMI I know, but I
usually read on the toilet, and I sometimes find myself sitting there with
pins and needles shooting through my legs trying to get to the end of a
chapter, then, I can’t stand up afterwards. It’s quite funny, but I feel that
one time it’s going to be like the boy who cried wolf, when I shout for help).
I can usually get a first draft completed in about 2 months of solid writing.
This is after what is usually a 10-minute brainstorm, where I write the idea
down on my phone. (My current one is called Gordon Zolla, about a kid
who’s mum dies just before Christmas, she had cheese hampers in for the
family, and he eats so much cheese, he turns into a block of it).
When the first draft is done, I save it, and forget about it for a while. I’ll
then work on a different project and come back to it in a few
weeks/months to do another draft. As the drafts get more, I usually do
about 12, I then hand it over to my first proofreader. He tells me
everything that’s wrong with it, so I fix them mistakes. I then send it to my
editor, she makes two passes at it, I then fix all them mistakes, and hand it
out to beta-readers, who find more mistakes…
All in all, I would say about 2 years from concept to having the book in my
hand. TimeRipper I have had written for maybe 5 years as other projects
kept on taking precedence, but I finally have it ready to go (25th Feb
2021).

What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

Usually between 30k and 40k words. I’ll have a little moment somewhere
in there where I’ll feel like the world is swallowing me up, and it’s all
useless, and the book doesn’t work, no one will ever read this one because
its garbage!
At this point I usually take a few days off to drink heavily and live life on
the edge (I’m in my late 40’s the only edge I live on is the edge of the bed
when I'm trying to coax myself out).
Then marketing. No one likes marketing. I sometimes feel that I am boring
my potential readers to death with all the facebook posts, tweets, and
whatever you call Instagram posts (I am the worst Instagramma).

What was your hardest scene to write?

I wrote a scene in one of my books called CRACK. Without giving the game
away too much, there is a death (like in most of my books), but I wrote a
chapter where I tell the aftermath of the death, the following days,
through the eyes of a six year old child. Her sense of loss, and confusion,
and just not knowing what is up and what is down anymore. Wondering
why everyone is crying all the time, and all these people keep bringing
food into the house, but still, there is no mummy! That one was tough.
Also, sex scenes. I hate writing sex scenes. I can write the hell out of an
orgy of violence and sexual torture, but the intimate, natural love between
two people… nope!

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or
good ones?

I read every book review. I love them. Good, or bad. I'm not the kind of
person who takes a bad review to heart. After all, I haven’t enjoyed every
book I’ve ever read. I think to myself, take it on the chin, listen to what they
say, and if its relevant (like mistakes or grammar or something like that)
then fix it, if it is that they just don’t like the book, don’t like me, don’t know
what they are talking about, then dismiss it, and move on.
However, I do take umbrage at one-star ratings, with no review. If you
didn’t like the story, fine, I understand that, but even in a few words, tell
me why you didn’t like it…

Every review, or rating, for me is met with a smile, as it means that someone
else has read my books, and that I'm one step nearer to getting the elusive
50, to be able to be considered for further promotions on Amazon, and
BookBub, and the like.

What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?
I sit on the toilet a lot…

No… that’s not true (it is). I do a lot of research on the internet, usually
studying urban legends, and magical practices, etc. For TimeRipper I went to
London and did the Ripper Tours about 15 times. I also love movies, and I
try my very best to make my books cinematic, so if there is a scene that I
want to be like a particular scene in a film, then I study that individual
scene, (I'm not telling you which scenes I've stolen…).

What does literary success look like to you?

Swimming pools, movie stars… the Beverly Hillbillies!!! (Basically, my local
swimming baths, and the cinema)
I just want my books to be read. I would love to be acknowledged as an
author. I am, sometimes, but as I self-publish, its only by a hand full of
(beautiful) people (you know who you are).
In all seriousness, I'm not a greedy person who craves riches and adoration,
but I would love to be able to make a comfortable living from my writing,
and still have the artistic freedom to write what I want, when I want.
I have interest in one of my books to be made into a film, and that would be
lovely. To see the words that I wrote, up on the screen, with real actors
playing out the parts… I think that is my dream.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?

OK, let me go and take a look.
I write as D E McCluskey (the E stands for Edward, don’t know why I'm telling
you that), for my adult novels. I currently have 14 completed drafts, and 19
in idea format, with one work in progress almost complete.

Graphic novels, I have 2, one that will be out this year, DeathDay Presents,
and another that is about a third of the way through called DreamCatcher.
I also write as Dave McCluskey, for children. I have 4 novels in draft format
(1 of them complete and launching later this year called A Seagull’s Tale),
and 1 comic/graphic novel.
I have also just taken on a semi-secret project. I’m good friends with the
creator of the WereBears, they were big in the 80’s/90’s. He is hell bent on
re-launching them and has asked me to be involved. So, we’re working on
getting a team together to work on that.

What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?

My favorite novel that I have written is Z: A Love Story. This is a bumbling
comedic romance story about a man living in London, who is a bit of a
loner/loser, who really fancies the shy girl in the office where he’s worked
for 10 years. He finally bucks up the courage to ask her out, and there is
awkwardness abound. Meanwhile, over in the USA, there is an accident,
and a virus is unleashed into the world, one that there is no cure for. This
starts off a chain of events, that are depicted as the virus spreads…
Meanwhile (again) back in London our hero couple are blissfully unaware
of the situation… both stories run parallel to each other, until they don’t.

What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)

My MacBook Air (I was not paid by Apple products to endorse them in any
way). I love it. I have always loved the Mac OS, it’s much more fun to use
than Windows. My fingers seem to flow over the keyboard with ease (Apple,
I am ready to be in an advert now!).
I only use MS Word to write with. People have tried to sell me onto the ideas
of First Draft, and Scrivner, but I have never been able to get along with
them… Good old MS Word, and Mac laptops.
Also, coffee, crisps (chips to our US cousins), cakes, sweets, sugar, sugar,
sugar, alcohol, alcohol, alcohol (spiced rum and ginger beer (not ale)).

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?

All my books are stand alone, up to now. Although, I have written sequels to
In The Mood for Murder, and I’m currently plotting the sequel to The
Contract (as this one was left with a little bit of a cliffhanger).
I have also written a three-part saga, called The Glimmer Saga (Glimmer,
The City of the Fireflies, The Throne of Glimm). This is kind of a YA fantasy
vibe. All three parts are going to be brought out at the same time, just so no
one can feel cheated having to wait for the next book.
I have also written a series of novels based around Father Christmas and his
reindeer, especially one called Olf (again based on one of my graphic
novels). There maybe a few legal wrangles we need to iron out before I can
release them, but they are all in a sequence (4 of them, up to now).

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

I think the biggest trap for aspiring writers, is that they over-think it. People
always ask me where I get my ideas from for my books (as some of them are
a bit ‘out there’). When I tell them that I get most of my ideas in a 10 minute
flash of inspiration, they don’t believe me. But, its true.
I got the idea for CRACK, from a near accident I had on the motorway. Once
my head cleared, the book, the whole thing, beginning, middle, and end, just
fell into my head.
I have a novel that is in draft form at the moment called Nine Months (a
pure horror), I got the whole idea for this by just walking past a pregnant
woman one day. We never spoke, I didn’t know her, the book just fell into my
head.
My advice is to either carry a notepad with you, or use the notes facility that
is available on most phones these days (that’s what I do) and when
something falls into your head, write it down. You may think its rubbish the
next time you read it; you may think its brilliant… but get it written down.
Stop over thinking things and JFDI!!! (don’t mix that up with Jedi).

What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from
the opposite sex?
Haha… this is a good question.

I write mostly in horror, but I do thrillers, sci-fi, fantasy etc… But, my last
release was a book called Butterflies. This was so far removed from anything
I have ever written before, and I am getting some great reviews for it. It’s
almost a romance book (with a lot of sex in it, if you remember earlier in this
interview, I said I hated writing sex scenes… well this book has quite a few).
It’s a female led tragic-comedy-romance. I had to learn a lot about women to
get this right, and with just a few mistakes, the reviews (mostly from women)
are telling me I did a great job. One bit of advice I got from a fellow (female)
writer when she read a draft of it was this… She told me to look at my
fingernails. So I did. She then told me that I had turned my palm towards my
face, bent my fingers into a claw, and looked at my fingernails. She was
100% correct, that was exactly what I did. She then informed me that if she
had asked a woman to look at her fingernails, she would have stretched her
finger out, and looked at the back of her hand, taking in the whole hand, not
just the fingernails. This blew me away, and it is now my ‘go to’ advice I every
time I am writing for the opposite sex.

My website (still in design) is www.dammaged.com
Facebook @davemccluskeyauthor
Twitter: @demccluskey1
Instagram: @dammagedProductions
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