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Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.

Hi. I’m R.J. Furness, and I live in Southport, England, with my amazing family.
Most of the stories I have published are written for children or teenagers/young
adults. So far, I’ve written several picture books for younger readers, some
chapter books for slightly older children and a couple of books for teenage
readers. My books include ‘The Pomdig’ and ‘Have You Ever Heard Of An Orgo?’
(picture books) and the ‘Orgo Runners’ series (chapter books). For teenagers, I am
about half-way through publishing a story in serialised form, which I really need
to finish soon. That story is called ‘Sapphire Smyth & The Shadow Five’. Likewise,
I also have the first book in another series published, but I’m currently in the
process of re-branding that one.

Which of your books/pieces of writing are you most proud of, and
why?

I love this question so much. It’s a bit like ‘Can you pick your favourite child?’
haha. I’m proud of all my books for many different reasons. I’d also say that I’m
immensely proud when I think about the incredible people I’ve been able to work
with while writing stories. All that said, I’m not going to pick just one book/piece of
writing.

How long on average does it take you to write a book?

This depends on so many factors. With the current challenges we all face, and
being a parent to three children who have homeschooled most of this year, I’m
going to say… Too long! On the whole, it can take me a few months to write an
average length novel for teenagers. Where chapter books are concerned, it
usually takes me a few weeks per book, all being well. Picture books, on the
other hand, can vary a lot.

What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?
I find it very hard to focus if there is any slight distraction at all.

What was your hardest scene to write?

The beginnings of a love story I couldn’t possibly have experienced myself.

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or
good ones?

I do not read reviews at all now. Reviews are hugely important in the sense that they help
readers find books that they will adore. I cannot stress that enough. Reviews are so
important. However, reviews can also affect authors in terrible ways if they take them
personally. I’ll give you an example:
When I was publishing some of my teen books, I agreed to do a blog tour which was
organised by a third party. To cut a long story short, the bloggers who were asked to
review my books were not the people who I’d written the books for (in my opinion). In
other words, those bloggers did not represent the readers I was targeting. In the end, I
received not-so-great (and even some awful) reviews of my books from bloggers involved
with that tour. I shouldn’t have read them, but I did, and it hurt so much. Where those
books were concerned, my review scores nose-dived, and I was ready to give up. Those
review scores matter, but if bad reviews are based on personal preference, then it isn’t
helpful if the wrong people are reading your books. At this point, I’ll say that people will
always pick up books they don’t like, for a multitude of reasons. On that basis, bad
reviews are inevitable from time-to-time. The trick is to remember that there are also
readers who will love those books, too, which brings me to say this…
Since that blog tour ended, those same teen books have taken their natural course, and
the right readers have found them. Those readers give the books good (even great)
reviews because the stories are written for them. Luckily, I didn’t give up, and I learned a
precious author lesson. Don’t read reviews – even the good ones. Every book will be loved
by someone. An author’s energy is better used in finding ways to get their books in front
of the right readers.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
Far too many!

What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)

At this stage, I’m going to say finding the right (and best) illustrators to work with.

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?

That’s an interesting question. It’s not one I’ve been asked before, either. I find
it interesting because, in general, I am trying to build a body of work with
connections between each book. Most of my books are set in a future ice-age
where certain new creatures have emerged/evolved (notably, the ‘orgo’). My
hope is to take young readers on a journey through this world. That journey
would start when those readers are very young (through picture books), and it
would take them into their teenage years (through novels written for young
adults). Along the way, those readers would also be able to access this world
through early-reader and chapter books. I’ve already started laying the
foundations for this, but it is a ‘work-in-progress’. It’s also worth noting that I
already have chapter books available (Orgo Runners) which feature some of the
characters from the teen series I mentioned that is currently being re-branded.
That teen series will soon be known as ‘Generation ICE’. All that said, I do have
some stand-alone books, including my latest book, ‘The Pomdig’. I’m hoping
that The Pomdig also becomes a separate series in its own right. Similarly,
where teen books are concerned, ‘Sapphire Smyth & The Shadow Five’ is not
connected to the ‘ice-age’ world that I’m creating. Sapphire Smyth is a serialised
urban fantasy novel for teenagers.

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

1. Reading reviews.
2. Expecting that books will find the right readers, or sell themselves, once they
are published. A lot of work needs to be done to get your books into the hands
of the right people.
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