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Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.
Hello. My name is Kristina Gallo and I am a Croatian multi-genre author. I have
published ten books on Amazon and one in my hometown, Croatia.

Which of your books / pieces of writing
are you most proud of, and why?
I am proud of my thrillers I released in
2020, The Player Without Luck and
Husband For Rent. This is tough year, I
wrote during lockdown and I managed to
do it despite of stress. Besides, I changed
my genre, this is first time I wrote thrillers
so it was a big challenge for me.

How long on average does it take you to write a book?

I need a month because my books are about 100-120 pages. Then I send the book to
my editor and I need two weeks more to fix any errors and prepare it for release.

What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

English is not my native language, and I sometimes struggle to express my emotions
and thoughts while I am writing. I try to find adequate phrases.

What was your hardest scene to write?

The first time when I killed someone in the book I did not know how to write it. I wanted
it to look scary, but not like in a cartoon. I wanted to be serious about this subject, to
make readers feel it was authentic, as it really happened. Yet, I did not want
exaggeration, like in bad horrors. So I went in the middle, my victims are dead in
books, for the reason of justice.

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or
good ones?

I read all reviews I got. I don’t have a problem with critical reviews, it helps me to
improve my writing skills. Good ones are motivating, I feel happy if my readers enjoyed
my books. What I dislike, are trolls. When I see clearly from the review how the person
did not read a book, it annoys me. I wish Goodreads has some stricter rules about
rating a book, to make a reader prove they really read it.

What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?

I do research during my writing. It is mostly about murder weapons, police methods,
criminal law and some locations I was not sure about. Also, I search for American
phrases, to be more understandable for American readers.

What does literary success look like to you?

It looks like a book with over one hundred reviews and daily sales that increase. For
now, I did not reach it yet.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
I have one unpublished book, it will release in December this year.

What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?
Some novels of my friends, indie authors.

What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)

I invested my money in editing books, covers and proofreading. It was the best
investment.

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?
Every book of mine is individual, and it stands by its own. I don’t write series’, my
stories are various and there is no connection between them.

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

Every aspiring writer think about success overnight. Like, he will publish a book and
earn a lot of money. These are fairy tales. Also, many beginners fall into the trap of
paid reviews, it has to be avoided.

What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from
the opposite sex?
For me, describing a man was a bit difficult, because I don’t want movie characters
who are perfectly handsome and heroes. I want real men in my books, attractive,
strong, but also human, with feelings and able to make mistakes.
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