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With David Owain Hughes
Please provide a brief introduction, including
your name, the genre(s) you write in, previous
work and where you are based.

My name is David Owain Hughes and I live in Wales, UK. I predominately write within the
horror bracket and its multiple sub-genres such as bizarro, horrotica and splatterpunk.
I’ve also written quirky sci-fi/dystopian, crime noir, and the downright weird and
wonderful!
I’m the author of six horror novels, a trilogy of crime noir books, fifty-plus short stories,
a multitude of articles, reviews and interviews and a plethora of novellas. I’ve also
helped edit and organise a handful of anthologies.
I like to think, or promise rather, I’ll give you, the reader, something different each time,
sprinkled in Hughes magic and humour, ready to catch you off guard! You won’t get it
better anywhere else, folks! Damn, I sound like a used car salesman, giving you my word
of perfection while taking your pound/dollar out of your arse pocket with a shit-eating
grin on my face.

Which of your books/pieces of writing are you most proud of, and
why?
This is a tough one!
I’m proud of everything I’ve put out there, as my all goes into everything I jot, but I think
I’m most proud of my noir novel/saga, especially the first book in that series. Why?
Because it took me away from the norm, out of my comfort zone, and dropped me deep
behind enemy lines and into no man’s land! Yeah, nobody likes being there, in hostile
territory, but I found it exciting! It was a chance to show I could do something different,
that I wasn’t just a one-trick pony, and to give myself some serious credit as being a legit
writer. Whatever the hell that means! Still, it sounds good!

How long on average does it take you to write a book?

Three to six months, depending on how big the novel is and how much of a flow I’ve
got going on. Hell, it could take longer than half a year, as I’m prone to bouts of
crippling depression, writer’s block (made up shit, that!), procrastination, and fuckery.
I blame Pornhub for the most part, especially the stalling and tomfoolery bit. Bunch of
bastards!
Remember kids, don’t write and wank! If you do, blindness and a melted mind will be
the least of your worries!

What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

See above!
All jokes aside, it’s definitely the inner struggles of the mind. And I’m not just talking
about having the black dog on your back, but the constant battles a creative person
will have with their thoughts regarding their talent, or lack thereof, which can eat away
at you! There’s also the feeling of wasting your time and the possibility of never, ever
getting anywhere with your passion. Add in shit reviews, rejection after rejection, zero
recognition, and a score of other black dog-inducing mayhem and you’ve got a recipe
for disaster.
It’s no wonder so many creative people find solace in a drink, smoke and/or absolute
solitude.

What was your hardest scene to write?

*SPOILER ALERT*
Killing off a couple of biker characters by the names of Ollie and Roxie in my zombie
novel Walled In. I can still remember, to this day, the struggle I had writing that scene.
It was the first novel I had written, with a huge chunk of short, sharp and shocking
short stories under my belt, and I didn’t know if I was doing the right thing or not. I
liked being edgy, even back then, in early 2000, when nobody was really doing what I
was doing, but killing off main characters was a big call to make! As it turned out, it
was the right choice and has been a talking point with many a reader over the years.

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or
good ones?

Yes, I love reading reviews, good or bad, as there’s always something you can take
from them. However, if they’re particularly bad or nasty, I take it on the chin and move
on. You can’t please everyone.

What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?

I don’t tend to do lots of research if I’m honest, as there isn’t much call for it for the types
of stories I write. However, If I am penning something that does require research, such as
the noir stuff I wrote, then I’ll research as I write and after the first draft is completed.

What does literary success look like to you?

Hookers, cocaine, beer on tap, and a garage full of muscle cars and superbikes! Nah,
only kidding… (looks lovingly into the distance).
Success to me would be a great fanbase/following and a solid income from my writing to
be able to do it full-time. Yeah, a few notable awards and prizes would be nice, along
with sacks of cash and a boat anchored off a lush coast, but that’s not the be-all and
end-all.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?

Two unpublished novels and a short story collection. Why, are you interested? I have one
unfinished novel, a novella and a short story – all of which I plan to complete writing
before this year is done. I try not to let ideas go to waste, even if I don’t think they’re that
great, as a completed piece of work is invaluable.
Always finish what you start.

What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?

South by Southwest Wales – the first crime noir novel that I wrote. It really is my baby,
and I wish to God it would garner more attention. Not that I want to reap monetary
rewards for it! I just feel like it’s a tale that deserves to be read by as many people as
possible. I’m extremely proud of it, as mentioned above.

What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
oftware, self-help books, marketing books etc.)

Does my PlayStation 4 count?
I can’t believe I bought that console solely for Streets of Rage 4! Hilarious. See, us writers
are a random breed!
Apart from the glorious PS and its wonderful range of games, I’ve invested writing funds
into artwork, PC software (Word), a laptop, internet security, University studies (I have
two degrees in creative writing), college courses and other bits and pieces for personal
pleasure and gains, such as the aforementioned Sony equipment and a kickboxing
membership at a local dojo. The latter has helped my mental health massively.

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?

Most of my stories link together while being their own story too. Does that make sense?
For example, the tale of Frank and Bev from Bow-Legged Buccaneers is set in a
dystopian Chinatown, where two more of my tales are based, and the characters from
each of those three narratives don’t cross paths; they just share the same universe.
While I’m talking about Chinatown, I’ve recently had an idea for another story set there,
where my P.I. from my crime noir books will be transported there…
I’m saying no more on that.

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

Paying for reviews and signing up with vanity presses. Don’t do that shit. Ever! Don’t let
hacks and so-called editors near your work – it’ll do more harm than good. Trust me,
I’ve been there. Also, don’t share your stories or ideas with anyone. Not even with your
dog!
If your work is good, it’ll find its way to the top, and into the hands of a reputable
publishing house; you just have to keep subbing and plugging away at it! Don’t take
shortcuts.

What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from
the opposite sex?

Hmmm… I’m not really sure.
You might have to ask my readers on this one! I don’t tend to stop and think about
things when I’m writing from a female’s POV – I go with the gut. If you were to press me
for an answer, I’d probably say emotions and reactions to various situations I place my
female characters in.
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