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Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the genre(s)
you write in, previous work and where you are based.

Hey, my name’s Gemma and I am a creative storyteller who uses film, books and art to tell
my stories. Horror is my primary genre, but I have also been known to write thrillers and
fantasy-based pieces, although these have only taken form in scripts so far. I started out
as a script writer, and have written several award-winning scripts, but have recently moved
over to books as I feel it fits my writing style more. I tend to overwrite scripts and write stuff
that would be expensive to make, at least in book form you are free and open to go as big
as you wish. The imagination really can run wild and free. I’m also very much an introvert
so being at home with my dogs and writing books is so much more relaxing to me than
writing a script and attempting to get people together to make it.

Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of, and why?

There are two pieces I am most proud of for very different reasons. Book-wise I am proud
of The Mummy Walks at Midnight as it is written in verse and I’m not usually a verse
person. I have also illustrated the entire book, so I am super proud of that. In other writing
I am proud of a pilot script I wrote called Bang Up to the Elephant which was to be a TV
series set in Victorian England around the time of Jack the Ripper. It focuses on a brothel
owner named Lilian Shaw who finds herself entangled with the killings of prostitutes round
Whitechapel, as well as a mad scientist (Frankenstein) who works at Bedlam Mental
Asylum and a young wealthy art connoisseur (Dorian Gray) who has secrets of his own. I
am looking to convert this into a book series in the hopes of sharing it with the world in
some way. The script has won multiple awards and received a lot of great feedback, but
people don’t tend to put their money in their pockets for unproduced screenwriters these
days, no matter how much they like the script.

How long on average does it take you to write a book?

Depends on the book. I tend to be writing more than one at once as I get blocked easily
because I’m not overly confident in writing. My English teachers at school were not
encouraging and I didn’t even write until after I was 30 because of that. Plus, I find I have
so many stories in my head that I need to start getting them out and down on paper in
some form so that I don’t forget. My short children’s books tend to be done in a day, the
writing part anyway. Other books I will spend weeks and even months on as I juggle them
around other things like dog walking, gardening, decorating and that pesky thing called
work. But, luckily, I work from home so I can be flexible with when I write.

What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?
My confidence as well as getting the work seen by people.

What was your hardest scene to write?

Not really found anything too hard to write at the moment. In my scripts anything sexual
can be a little tricky to write and I could never write anything where an animal gets hurt. I
googled if Stephen King likes dogs the other day as I’ve been reading quite a bit of his stuff
lately and noticed that he has a habit of letting dogs get hurt. Turns out he has a dog. I
think I would find it too hard to write anything like that.

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or good ones?

Not applicable at the moment as my books haven’t been published yet. But with scripts I
tend to read feedback. I sometimes take on what they say as you don’t always see
something that others do. Some stuff I ignore as anything like books or films are purely
down to personal preference so just because someone may not like it doesn’t mean it’s not
worthy or that others won’t either.

What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend researching
before beginning a book?
I don’t really. Even with the adult books I’m writing. I may do a little googling when I need a
bit of info but I do that as and when I need it at the moment. I don’t plan when I write. I
just start writing and let the story tell itself. I let the characters play out and let them lead
what I’m going to write; I often don’t know what they’re going to do or say or where they
may lead me.

What does literary success look like to you?

Sharing my books and vision with the world and hoping people enjoy them, that’s all I
hope for.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?

How longs a piece of sting?! Ha Ha!!
Too Many. Currently in the realm of around 15 I have started and am yet to finish.
These are a mixture of adult and children’s books.

What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?
I don’t think Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children got enough
love and it certainly did get a good enough film adaptation, and I say
that as a massive Tim Burton fan.

What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g. software,
self-help books, marketing books etc.)
As an illustrator for my children’s books it’s my two apple Ipens. They’re £90 a piece
but they make my digital drawing easier and having two enables me to keep working
while the other is charging.

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?

Most of my writing ties together in some way. Even the children’s and adults’ book. For
example, in a children’s book series I’m working on called The Monster Club, there is
an area beyond the town of Ravenwood called Eadon Hills. Eadon Hills is also the
name of a mental asylum anthology book I’m working on for adults. There may be a
few stand-alone pieces, but I do have a habit of joining things and keep using the
same names.

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

Writing what they think people want to read. I tend to write what I would buy or want to
read or even watch.

What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from the
opposite sex?

So far I haven’t had too much trouble… at least I don’t think I have from a writer’s stand
point. I’ll leave that up to my readers.
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