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Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the genre(s)

you write in, previous work and where you are based.

My name’s Justin Boote, I’m 45 years old, English, and have been living in Barcelona for
almost 25 years, working as a waiter in a busy centrical restaurant (before Covid took
over!). The main genre I write in is horror and dark suspense. Everything from nasty bug
stories to supernatural, monsters, ghosts, although my favourites are creepy, unsettling
stories. I don’t mind gore and have written quite a few gory tales, but not gore for gore’s
sake—it becomes tiresome. In the 4 years I’ve been writing I’ve written around
160 short stories, two novellas and a novel which are still at the editing
stage. Fortunately, I’ve been lucky enough to have around 30 of those stories
published in various magazines and anthologies, plus a novelette called
‘Badass’ that was published by Terror Tract Publishing. I also helped kick-off
a project with other writer friends, publishing an anthology on the theme of
Discovery called ‘A Discovery of Writers.’

Which of your books / pieces of writing are you mostproud of, and why?

Even though they’re still not ready for publishing, the three longer stories I wrote—2
novellas and a novel—I’m probably the most proud of, for the simple fact of finally
taking the next step—writing longer pieces and all the work that goes with it. I always
said I’d never write a novel as I hate the editing, so to actually finish three for me is a
huge achievement! As to stories, it would have to be the first in the new collection, called
‘The Resurrection of William Stillmore’. As the story’s set in a small village, the dialogue
seemed more authentic and I liked the ominous tone of the story throughout.

How long on average does it take you to write a book?

I’m not one to write huge amounts each day, so 1000 words for me is good. Thus,
depending how invested I am with the story it can take up to a week or even two. I don’t
plot beforehand so sometimes I have to let a couple of days go by while I think of an
ending. Longer stories I have been known to take a month. The novel took me about 3
months and the 2 novellas maybe 6 weeks—I can’t remember now!



What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

Getting the beginning right, probably. If it starts wrong and I’m not 100% happy with
it, I can’t continue. I’m one of those that hates editing so I ignore the general advice of
getting the first draft done quickly and try and ensure it’s as tight as possible first time
around. Removing or adding big chunks gives me huge headaches so it’s very
important to know right from the start I’m going in the right direction.

What was your hardest scene to write?

I’ve never had to write a scene that might be considered ‘hard’. I have a pretty thick
skin anyway, but I guess the first story I ever wrote was a little difficult; a mother and
her son are eaten alive by carnivorous cockroaches. The question was how far to go in
detail, etc.

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or good ones?

As I’ve only published the one ‘book’—Badass’—I’m not too experienced in that
particular area, so I guess the question would be more directed at rejections for the
stories. I have no problem if someone says they don’t like it, as long as they give a
valid argument. Not everyone is going to like every story I write, so if a story is
constantly rejected, I’ll just scrap it and do it again. Equally, if a story is accepted, well,
it’s not time to give up the day job, so just a little pat on the back, move it to the
‘accepted’ file and carry on as before! I’ve published stories I didn’t like that much and
have stories I do like that have never been accepted. Just have to get on with it.

What does literary success look like to you?

The obvious answer would be becoming a full-time professional writer, but for me, the
more realistic would be having my stories or novels published on a regular basis.
Magazines receive so many submissions that just that alone can be considered a
success.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?

Currently I have 2 novellas and 1 novel that are still going through the editing phase.
But as for stories, a lot of unpublished ones for various reasons. Sometimes it’s a
simple case of just not finding a suitable submission call for them and many haven’t
even been submitted anywhere even though I wrote them a while ago.

What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?

I’ve never really read a wide range of authors, just the more famous to my genre, so I
would have to say King’s From a Buick 8. It’s never really appears in many of the
‘favourite’ lists but the first time I read it, I loved it.



What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.  oftware,

self-help books, marketing books etc.)

Editing! It’s the only thing I’ve ever spent money on to help with actual writing as
opposed to everything else that goes with the writing business.

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to build a

body of work with connections between each book?

As a teenager, I used to work as maintenance at a mental health hospital. It was an
enlightening experience to say the least. So with my stories I had the idea of inventing
my own; ‘Northgate Hospital for the Mentally Impaired’ and its partner ‘for the
Criminally Insane’, so almost every story one or the other gets a little mention. After
that I had the idea for a novel set at Northgate’s Criminally Insane Hospital using
characters from my stories that are housed there. From that the 2 novellas were also
born; one that happens before the novel and the other after, using the main
characters so they’re all tied together. They can be read as standalone books but I
think they work better if read in order.

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

One thing I’ve seen often with new writers is trying to improve their stories with lots of
flowery prose and fancy writing, spending too much time with the thesaurus or
dictionary believing this will make their work look more ‘professional.’ It’s very easy to
spot and can be annoying making the story less fluid. There’s nothing wrong with
using simple description and prose. The important thing is that one doesn’t have to
keep stopping to figure out what the author is trying to say. And never self-reject
when it comes to submitting them to publishers. As I often tell people, if a publisher
doesn’t like you’re your work, don’t worry; you won’t go to prison, you won’t become
the laughing stock of the literary world! Just carry on and send elsewhere.

Finally brought together in a single collection, twelve
stories and four drabble trilogies all focused on a single
theme: Fear. A man who caused terror in his local village
may still have work to do…even though he’s dead. Tales
of revenge; a disgruntled waiter wants payback; A spider
looks to lay her eggs in an unconventional, deadly place;
A young lady looking for help is not all she seems to a
good Samaritan. A strange man has a message for poor
Kevin on a train…while he seems to be melting. These,
and many other strange, terrible tales can be found in
these pages. They say love is the greatest emotion, the
strongest of all. But after reading these stories, perhaps
that concept can be challenged. For as we all know: Love
Wanes, but Fear is Forever


