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Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.

Dan Jolls - I prefer to write nonfiction, specifically analytical writing, ranging
from topics in history, pop culture, religion, etc.)
Michael Jolls – Non-fiction is also my preference. The majority of the my work
is in film studies including the books Make Hollywood Great Again and The
Films of Steven Spielberg.

Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of,
and why?

M.J.: Ugh! That’s such a difficult question to answer because each book is
special.
D.J.: Show off. Well, I’m proud of Rev. William Netstraeter because it was the
first official book I had ever written, and technically the first piece of writing
I ever had published. I am proud of the process Michael and I went through
because I was able to experience, first-hand the dedication and research it
takes to write a solid and complete book of any length — it takes so much
fact-checking, editing, etc.
M.J.: I would agree that what made Rev. William Netstraeter unique was that
it was a formal biography of someone who’s been deceased for ninetysome-odd years. There’s been biographical aspects in all the books I’ve
worked on, but this was the first time examining someone pre-birth, then his
full life, and finally the after-effects. In the case of my film writings, those
directors are still alive.
D.J.: Once the book was released, I was most proud of the impact it had on
our community. People far and wide began to take notice and appreciate

their history. Though the biography is mostly based in Wilmette, which is a
suburb roughly 20 miles north of Chicago, our aim was to highlight the
very real possibility that vital parts of Chicagoland history could be lost due
to the Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago’s effort to consolidate parishes
without sufficient planning. Though much of our book is about having faith
in our religious leaders, this uncertainty is a struggle that ALL Chicago
Catholics are currently facing without suitable direction or clear-cut goals.

How long on average does it take you to write a book?

M.J.: On average a year, give or take a few months.
D.J.: One year, minimum. But since Michael and I wrote this book together,
it took less time. We started in March 2019 and finished in October, but I
know that by myself, it would’ve taken at least one full year. Probably
much longer.
M.J.: I agree. With the volume of material that Rev. William Netstraeter was
going to cover, there’s no way I would have gotten it done in a mere seven
months. Not to mention, I was writing Are You Ready for a Rockshow?
(tentative title) and Make Hollywood Great Again simultaneously! I don’t
recommend writing three books at once, but it keeps up the variety.

What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

D.J.: For me, it’s knowing when to stop. I tend to overwrite and/or
overexplain things, which makes the editing process more difficult. As a
writer, you don’t enjoy cutting things out of your own work, even when it’s
necessary.
M.J.: I find that with every book, the most difficult aspect is my own
frustration with the final phase. I don’t mean the index and endnotes —
that’s cathartic. I’m talking about the nitty gritty of words on paper. The
differences between the physical paperback and the ebook. The hassle of
actually getting a book in my hand so I can start examining it.

What was your hardest scene to write?

D.J.: Writing about the Holocaust and Nazi oppression was the hardest
part for me because of the research. Imagining the slow upheaval of
Jewish lives in Nazi Germany is scary enough, but once you’ve read
multiple accounts of the different atrocities committed in the ghettos and

concentration camps it can be emotionally draining. To translate that onto
the page of a factual biography without getting over-emotional isn’t easy.
M.J.: The stuff we had to go back and re-write. I would say that we had at
least 70% of the book really tight by late-summer, but there were segments
that either fell flat or needed to be totally re-written because we learned
something new or discovered we had something inaccurate. Those are the
hardest “scenes” to write because however you executed it the first time
didn’t work, so you have to find a new literary avenue to articulate yourself.

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or
good ones?

D.J.: Yes, and like anyone, I’m always appreciative of a good review.
With bad ones, I can take constrictive criticism or open a discussion based
on an ideological disagreement. Those are fun.
But most of the negative reviews I’ve seen come from a place of anger or
denial, where people are not willing to talk. They want to name-call and
claim some sort of moral high-ground. They are therefore, not openminded enough to learn anything, which means I don’t waste my time with
them.
M.J.: I read all reviews. Bad reviews I don’t give much credence to unless it’s
something I can improve upon. I’m already hyper-critical, so I already know
the errors in my stuff. If someone points it out to me, I shrug my shoulders.
A friend told me just last week that the introduction of Make Hollywood
Great Again felt a little long. Ehhh, she wasn’t wrong. A necessary evil. Oh
well.

What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?

D.J.: Michael could answer this question better, as he did most of the
research before the book started.
M.J.: I was familiar with Fr. Netstraeter dating back ten years. Typically the
book comes first, then the movie… but this was the reverse. I was
commissioned to do a film project about St. Joseph’s Parish and it
inevitably turned into a 30-minute documentary about Fr. Netstraeter.

Flash forward six or seven years, and the interest in this priest had grown.
So out of my own curiosity I started to look up stuff and realized that so
much more had come forward about him that perhaps a formal biography
could be written.
D.J.: During the writing process, I primarily did research online through
library archives, looking for peer-reviewed work and credible sources. Since
I had just graduated college (May 2018), I still had access to student
resources: search engines optimized for academic writing, historical
archives, etc. That was a blessing.
We did plenty of research talking to people as well, as there is a wealth of
knowledge that a community shares that cannot be found on the internet.
Wilmette historians, writers, and civic leaders had records and stories that
simply do not exist online.

What does literary success look like to you?

M.J.: If they’re still reading my books in forty or fifty years, I’ll be happy.
D.J.: Literary success to me is writing something that can be both beneficial
to you as a writer and beneficial to the reader in their own life. The writing
process can be very therapeutic, and the “success” part comes when you
can pass along that project and someone else’s life is impacted or inspired
because they perhaps share the same sentiments.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
M.J.: Ha! Definitely two. Possibly a third.
D.J.: None for me.

What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?

D.J.: Speaking strictly fiction, it’s a toss-up between: In the Heart of the
Country by J.M. Coetzee and Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf.
M.J.: Oh man. The of the few novels I’ve read, they’ve all been the top-sellers
or the classics. I might have to pass on this one.

What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)

D.J. For the purposes of Rev. William Netstraeter we spent money on
authentic photographs of old Wilmette, which provided visual evidence of
the farm work required by the German settlers of the time.

M.J. I think I spent ten or fifteen bucks to get Fr. Netstraeter’s 1924 death
certificate from the court house which was a minor accomplishment. It’s the
most money I ever spent on a single sheet of paper. None of us knew how
he died, including the local historians, so I was very happy we were able to
put that unsolved mystery to bed.
D.J.: In general though, I think any book, movie, or album on my shelf is
money well-spent, because I never know when one of them will inspire me
when it comes to writing. I write analytically because great works of art
inspire so much in each individual person, and while those reactions can
each be different, there is always a personal value to be gained. My feelings
about other work inspire me to write.

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?

D.J.: Depending on what I write in the future, I’m sure there will be some
common themes, but overall I like works that sand alone.
M.J.: I agree. Now, with that said, there is no doubt that each book fuels into
the next one.
As backwards as this is going to sound, my book on Steven Spielberg, which
released March 2018, indirectly spurred both Rev. William Netstraeter and
my upcoming, Are You Ready for a Rockshow? (set to be released in 2021).
Both books have nothing to do with cinema studies. Furthermore, with the
exception of my name on the cover, Netstraeter and Rockshow are on polar
opposite ends of the spectrum.
Now, take The Films of Steven Spielberg and Make Hollywood Great Again,
both clearly share a common tone and are cut from the same cloth. Yet
even still, those two books don’t exactly mirror each other. Even if I did a
cinema book on another director, I don’t see it being the same format and
structure as The Films of Steven Spielberg.

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

D.J.: Laziness and procrastination! Those are THE common traps that I fall
into constantly. I guess if I were writing more personal material, fear and
judgement would be others, but that’s a more legitimate trap.

M.J.: The error I see most common in other writers is the lack of desire to
put themselves out there. Writers tend to be reclusive, and unfortunately
that means they don’t get on social media. I worked for this horrible
publishing company a couple years ago, and they since went bankrupt, but
trying to get their authors out to hawk their books was like pulling teeth.
You have to do stuff to let the world know you exist when you’re starting
out.

https://www.amazon.com/Rev-William-Netstraeter-Three-Parts/dp/1696784158

