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with Kat Short
Please provide a brief introduction, including your name,
where you are based, and how long you’ve been creating art for.
Hey, I'm Kat and I create under my freelance illustration name of Art
Autopsy. I'm originally from Wales but now live in the Brighton area via
London along the way!
My background is one of Art and photography from a very young age as I
was influenced by my father who was a keen photographer. After several
years at various art colleges, I branched into photography and studied
communication media at university and then worked professionally in
London for 10 years before moving to Brighton with my husband and
starting a family
Whilst I was a stay at home parent, I returned to illustration and jewellery
design, that was 11 years ago now.

Which of your pieces of work are you most proud of, and why?

I don't feel a sense of pride that often over my
art as I'm my own biggest critic, as with a lot of
creative people. I guess the most pride I can feel
is when I make somebody else happy with
something they have asked me to do, so any time
a client loves the final piece then that makes me
happy also. Memorial portraits are always the
most nerve racking to do as they are incredibly
personal to people and if you don't hit the
features correctly then it's a completely different
person entirely. It's an amazing feeling though to
be able to gift that to somebody.

What is the most difficult part
of your artistic process?
Inspiration totally. I always have an
urge to create and I can have times
where there are so many ideas
bouncing around my head but
sometimes even with the best will in
the world nothing comes and that is
incredibly frustrating. I suffer with
mixed anxiety and depression
disorder so some days my head is
physically just switched off.

How would you describe your style?

I always say that I'm an illustrator, I'm not a fine artist or photo realism
artist. Other than that, I am equally at home with detailed pencil
drawings or bold marker pen designs. I am told frequently that I have a
tattoo style but tattooing has evolved so much in style these days that in
itself it is extremely varied. I am open to trying my hand at most things
and not pigeonhole myself.

What does artistic success look like to you?

Haha, I'll tell you when I recognise it!!!
I don't know, artistic success is a weird one. Most of the famous artists
throughout history only became successful once they were dead. Very few
artists are rich and some that are, I personally don't get why they are.
Does it make you successful if lots of people think you're talented even
though you don't make much of a living from it? Or does it make you
successful if you don't care about that but love and have a passion for
what you do?

What projects are you currently working on?

Other than drawing most days personally, I am
currently involved in creating pencil illustrations for
the inside of an A- Z series of Horror books for a
collection of Indie Authors. We are currently up to F
for Fear after just completing E for Exorcism.
Also I have been approached through my online
portfolio and had an hour’s telephone conversation
a few days ago for a top secret worldwide mental
health charity project involving musicians and
artists, unknown and famous, I have been asked to
contribute and come up with some character designs
...but that's all I can say.

What other artists do you admire that we should be aware of?

My goodness these questions get harder! My favourite artist of all time is
Salvador Dali. He was completely bonkers and a genius way ahead of his
time. I admire so many people that create though. I have a friend that goes
back to when we were 16, Shelley Zentner, and she is an amazing fine artist
and paints huge oil paintings that I could never do. Also a really good friend
of mine Nick, is so talented and creative especially within the digital realm
and again I appreciate a talent that I don't have. He actually pointed me in
the direction of a guy called Shawn Coss who I now adore and is probably
my favourite at this present time. He did a mental health series of pencil
drawings for Inktober (a drawing challenge in October) that are hauntingly
beautiful and perfectly representative of each condition

https://www.facebook.com/nicktophkreations

http://shawncossart.com/

What are common traps for aspiring artists?

Oh come on now... Err ... Not being yourself, I suppose, trying to
copy somebody else. There's Fan Art and then there's blatantly
ripping off somebody else. Always make sure you reference
someone if you're paying homage to somebody you admire.

Let us know where we can find out more
(links to websites, social media, etc)
yep I can do this one...
Facebook Art Autopsy
www.facebook.com/straykatdesign
Instagram @artautopsydesign
Twitter @art_autopsy
I also have a portfolio and contact page on
Red Cape Publishing Website
Www.redcapepublishing.com/art-autopsy
Thanks for putting me through that!!!

