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1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.

Hi, I'm Mark Anthony Smith from Hull in East Yorkshire. I write
mostly in what I call, the mainstream, I guess. I like to call my
stories ‘Social Commentaries’. I've also written more Horror of late
and I like the freedoms that that brings. My only limit is my
imagination. I’ve had quite a lot of poetry published with my own
book, ‘Hearts of the Matter’ on Amazon. I've been published by Red
Cape Publishing, Eerie River, Spelk, Nymphs, The Cabinet of Heed,
Blue Animal Literature and more. I'm currently working on a
Horror Novella and some weird tales.I'm not overly keen on genre
writing. I think we should write about life. That includes horror and
love and surprises and despair. Students rarely study a Degree
subject in isolation. Subjects are only really meaningful in an
interdisciplinary approach. So, if we talk about something
Sociological, we might bring discussions about Literature or
Scientific research evidence to the mix. Saying that, when I want
horror, I want horror. I'm on the fence, or broad-minded, I guess.

2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of,
and why?

Gosh! I've submitted some work to Red Cape for their ‘A-Z of
Horror’ and I got a lot of satisfaction from that. I felt I said
something unique. I like ‘The Bear' and ‘She Opens Doors’ in
Nymphs too. My poetry book is doing well, and it was lovely to see a
Christmas poem of mine in ‘Dodging the Rain’ on Christmas Eve
2019. ‘Roundabouts’ in Fiction Kitchen Berlin has had quite a bit of
attention. I'm hoping these will be republished in spoken word as

storytelling is predominantly an oral activity. I'm excited about
some of my stories for Red Cape; my imagination really let fly.

3. How long on average does it take you to write a book

Heck! I've got 4 part manuscripts, I think. They'll all come at once.
My poetry book was collated in perhaps 6 weeks, but I'd been
thinking about some of those experiences for years. As a rule, I try
to write 500 words a day.

4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

I don't tend to write straight away. I'll note an idea then let it
mature. Sometimes, a story will flow after a gestation period. On
occasions, a poem has come in a fully formed flash. But mostly, I
let ideas mature. I wrote a fictional response to Grenfell recently.
The use of empathy was quite draining as I tried to ‘be there’ as
best I could.

5. What was your hardest scene to write?

Probably ‘Tower of Strength’ about Grenfell. It must have been
awful being forced to make ‘life or death’ choices that were very
limited or not even choices at all. It really affected me, that News
story – and I wasn't even there. I think we can write a really
harrowing scene, yet it will still not be as difficult as horrors of the
‘real world’.

6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or
good ones?
Yes. I'm really thankful for the feedback. They're part of the
course. I like to review books too. It's a two-way process. I always
look for a positive...

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?
I'm currently reading about the history of Horror in literature.
How it's changed and how themes have endured. I research as
needed but try not to get too bogged down with it. I like the
reader’s imagination to join the brush strokes. I'm still
experimenting, learning and keeping my writings fresh.

8. What does literary success look like to you?

I don't look too far ahead. I'd like a few Novellas and story
collections published. An award or recognition would be a
highpoint. Literary success is a quiet nod from a reader that has
engaged with my writing.

9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
4 or 5. I've had a lot of poems and fictions published in the small
presses. I'd like to collate those and complete a Novella or two.
I'm really excited about those.

10. What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?

Heck! ‘A Meal in Winter’ by Hubert Mingarelli. I'm not sure it's
under-appreciated. I just think it should be read more for the
ways the characters are portrayed in Nazi Germany. I'm loving
Richard Laymon at present too. The difficulty with preference
questions are that the choices may change in a week or too. Lots
of great writings and not enough hours.

11. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.

I'd recommend ‘On Becoming a Writer’ by Dorothea Brande and
‘Where Nightmares Come From’ published by Crystal Lake

12. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you
trying to build a body of work with connections between
each book

Both! I love the intertextuality of Lovecraft's fictitious Arkham
and Dunwich carried across his works. I also like a complete
take on a singular emotion or affect/effect. I love both ideas.

13. What are common traps for aspiring writers?

To get disgruntled with rejections which are part of the course.
Read lots, look back on small successes and enjoy writing. If you
believe in your work, others will. Don't give up if you love to
write. It's a rewarding activity.

14. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters
from the opposite sex?
Ha ha! Dodging a frying pan or broom handle? I don't know.
I love asking questions. What do you think?
Thank you for reading my interview. I’d love to make you
look over your shoulder.
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