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Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.
Our names are Casey Smith and Bridget Spackman, we're two best friends
from Sheffield, England and we're currently writing a YA/New Adult series
with hints of magical realism and romance. This is the first novel we've
published together, however in our teenage years we wrote fan-fiction
together, as well as numerous other stories that may never see the light of
day. Bridget also has a degree in journalism.

Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most
proud of, and why?

Starstruck definitely tops the list here. It's been our main WIP for the better
part of the last ten years. At the start we were just happy to sit down and write,
to let our characters hit the page and just run with it. Sometime in 2018 we
stopped and realised we'd actually written approximately 4/5 books.
Otherwise we both agreed our fan-fic was another qualifier. It was the first
thing we wrote together, and it really got us figuring out how we work together
and how to melt our styles into one book.
Bridget also had a solo short story long-listed for the Bridport Prize

How long on average does it take you to write a book?

This is a difficult one for us to answer. We've never really sat down in the
past with the aim to just write ONE book. It's always been a continuous
outpouring of chapters and just see where we got, it was just for us. But
re-writing and polishing off what is essentially the first book has taken us
just over a year.

What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

Definitely starting the chapters. Prior to even sitting down at our laptops
we have several things to check off with each other, we draft the chapters,
working together to figure out the dialogue, the interactions, the
movements...and then when we're alone to write, that's when it gets
difficult. When you're staring at the blank page knowing exactly what needs
to go on it, (because obviously it's in all the notes!) but not knowing how to
turn that into something that even slightly resembles a story.

What was your hardest scene to write?

Obviously we both came up with different answers to this, thanks to us both
writing different chapters.
For Bridget it was a character who has a pivotal chapter, but she's also not in
our main rotation.
For me it was a character who originally didn't have a chapter, who through
edits and re-writes was prodded and poked from the background character she
was into someone completely new.
Alternatively, there are themes and issues in future books, with chapters we've
only written roughly, that have been emotionally draining to write. Sensitive
subjects, particularly ones you've only grazed the surface of in 'real' life, take a
lot to figure out when you're writing in first person and really putting yourself in
that character’s shoes and trying to live through them.

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with
bad or good ones?
So far. Yes. Our only real experience has been from Beta readers on the
internet when we asked for people to judge our work. The response was
mainly positive, which is obviously fantastic. But there was also a lot of
constructive criticism in there, which is always difficult to read at first,
when you can feel personally attacked, but then we took on board what
had been said and edited. Overall, we both feel like not only did the
negative comments make our finished product better, but it thickened our
skin that little bit more.

What kind of research do you do, and how long do you
spend researching before beginning a book?

When we were close to finishing off the drafts we planned, we decided to
visit Boston, the setting of our story. We walked the streets our characters
did, visited all the landmarks they do. We talked to as many locals as we
could. As far as research went, that was definitely the most fun!
Otherwise, a few months before we started rewrites, we buried our noses
in books to make notes on important things we needed to know. We've
worked out schooling schedules, the ins and outs of indie record labels
and the consequences of breaking the law and what to expect in court.

What does literary success look like to you?
I guess for most success comes in two forms. Money
vs Fans. All we've ever wanted is to hold our work in
our hands. Anything else is success to us.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?

I think collectively we've got four separate stories that are sat collecting
dust. As well as ideas knocking around for solo projects that will probably
fail to see the light of day for a while.

What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?

As teenagers we read the Wicca series by Cate Tiernan and The Forbidden
Game by L J Smith, both of which had great characters and plots but was
relatively unheard of in the circles we ran in. Lately we've fallen in love with
The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern, another story which captivated us but
no-one we know seems to have picked up.

What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)
Besides our laptops and funding our addiction to stationary we're
in agreement that the money we paid out for our holiday to Boston
was by far the best money we've ever spent. Or maybe all the
money we spent on gig tickets to see all our favourite bands. It's
where a lot of our inspiration came from.

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?

Our book is the first in a planned series, the rest already in several different
stages of development. After that...who knows?

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

I think procrastinating is definitely a big issue we both still face.
It's so easy to sit down to write and open social media, or slip
into a research rabbit hole. This kinda comes hand in hand with
trying to manage our time. We pump ourselves up all day to
write (when our parenting/work responsibilities are out of the
way) only to find ourselves looking at the clock and thinking
there's no point in writing for half an hour before bed. There
absolutely is a point! Even if it's ten minutes. Even if it's a scrawl
in a notebook to get some of it out there. Just sit down and write.

What’s the most difficult thing about writing
characters from the opposite sex?

I think the thing most people worry about is stereotyping. You don't want to
be pigeonholing the sexes into what society thinks is 'normal' for them and
disregarding anything else. Yet on the flip side you don't want your
characters to act in a way they wouldn't normally just to step outside the
box. Essentially our characters are all just...human, so we write them as such
regardless of gender.

Everyone has their secrets.
Some are just bigger than
others...
Jonathan Taylor is the name
on everyone’s lips. Usually
for the wrong reasons. With
magical powers and a rock
band he's determined will
make it big, he's never far
from the spotlight. He just
never factored in falling for
his sister’s best friend.
Brooke is harbouring her
own crush, all the while
fighting back a bitter high
school rivalry and an
overprotective Italian family.
For Rosie, she knows her biggest secret could prove deadly. But as boys
and heartache cause her to sink deeper, it's only a matter of time until
she's found out.
And Will knows all about secrets. His own powers have a darkness to
them that few have glimpsed. If they knew, no one would look at him
the same way again...
For most teenagers, high school is about survival.
For these teenagers - every day is.
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