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Author Interview
with Lee Franklin
Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.
G’day, my name is Lee Franklin and I am an Australian now living in
North Yorkshire with my husband and three sons. I predominately
write action based horror, though I am always trying new things to
stretch myself and round out my writing by using multiple elements.

Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud
of, and why?

I am really proud of my debut novel Berserker – Green Hell, it has
received fantastic reviews and I sincerely do believe it is a fresh Australian
take on the Vietnam War.
But at the moment I am really excited about my soon to be released
novelette Nang Tani. I decided to self-publish this story as the length and
content made it a hard sell in most markets. I have known men, like the
characters Paul and Shane in real life. So I found it a very cathartic piece
of brutality to write. It is definitely not for the squeamish.

How long on average does it take you to write a book?

It usually takes me about one year to write a book. But then I can spend
months of that year frozen in self doubt and practicing the art of being
a professional procrastinator. I also enjoy writing short stories, I find
that is really good for getting the creative juices flowing .

What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

Not getting distracted. Plausibility and facts help me a lot in my writing. I
need things to be logical and coherent so I do plenty of research to frame
my stories. Unfortunately as most writers will tell you, research is a rabbit
hole and there is a new story, plot twist or better idea than you already
have in every burrow.
Also making sure I am not running out of coffee or digestive biscuits. The
fuel of awesomeness.

What was your hardest
scene to write?

I haven’t yet written an
emotionally hard scene yet. But I
do tend to detach emotionally
from my work. I’ve shed enough
tears in my life and will most
likely cry many more. I don’t go
looking for reasons to cry. That is
probably I avoid soppy movies
like the Corona.
My hardest scene technically is in
Berserker, the battle scene in the
arena. I have three regular guys
going in hand to hand combat
with five deformed hybrid
soldiers. On top of that my MC
Pinny undergoes a physical
transformation.
I role played the fight movements in my loungeroom with my kids to
make sure that they were natural and logical. Ten years of doing Tae
Kwon Do and boxing really helped.

Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with
bad or good ones?

I know it’s naughty, and I shouldn’t but I do. A great review can do
wonders for your self-confidence. I haven’t had many bad ones only one
verbal three star review from the Horror Tree, which still isn’t bad at all.
Like a rejection, a bad review is initially a kick in the guts. After a sulk and
some wound licking I put things into perspective. I have only been writing
for three years. In that time I have published my first novel, 5 short
stories, 3 drabbles and now my novelette Nang Tani.
Not everybody is going to like my writing, not everybody likes Stephen
King’s, or Clive Barker’s, they get plenty of three star reviews. That is why
there authors and stories for every taste.
Finally when it comes to bad reviews, if there is some truth in there to
learn from, learn from it. Otherwise it is a double loss.

What kind of research do you do, and how long do you
spend researching before beginning a book?

I will usually spend a week or so researching to frame my plot, but then I
will, well I used to research as I write. Refer to question 4. I have now
learnt from the error of my ways and now put an asterisk next to a point I
want to research further and continue writing. I try really hard not to get
distracted by research. It doesn’t always work but I am trying.

What does literary success look like to you?

Literary success to me would be people reading and enjoying my
stories. If I could make a living from it, or even pay for a family
holiday once a year, that would be awesome.
I am currently negotiating film options with an Australian
Independent producer for Berserker Green Hell, so maybe that kind
of success is not too unimaginable either.

How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?

Isn’t that like asking a woman her age ??
Nah, I have 3 unpublished short stories, half a novella and I am a quarter
of the way through the Berserker sequel.

What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?

Mine personally? Well it would have to be Berserker-Green Hell, not only is it
my only novel to date, I think it deserves more love than it is receiving.
Otherwise I am actually a fan of Simon Clarks and I believe his novel Blood
Crazy definitely deserves far my props than it receives.

What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)

A good editor. Grammar and punctuation (as you can witness from this
interview) are not my strong points. I am improving and learning as I
go, but I had a fractured education growing up and it is definitely my
Achilles heel. Yes finding and paying for quality editing.

Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?
Well Berserker Green Hell is the start of what I hope to be a series of
novels. I am currently working on the sequel Sand Fire which is
predominately set in the Australian outback.
I do enjoy writing novellas and short stories and I am happy to have
them as stand-alones. I get bored very easily and these provide creative
outlets and let me try new writerly skills and elements within the genre.

What are common traps for aspiring writers?

Waiting for motivation. Most of the time you have to put your ass in the
chair and drag the words screaming from your brain. Yes some days it
is like Iguazu falls, the words just bubble over and full into place
perfectly. But mostly it is work and motivation will not get you to the
point of writing The End. Motivation is a fickle and demanding feast
which always needs to be fed. Don’t rely on it. Just write.

What’s the most difficult thing about writing
characters from the opposite sex?

Honestly, I struggle to write characters from my own sex. I’ve never been a
girlie girl, or had many female friends. I find most women are complicated.
Having been in the Army for ten years I do find men easier to understand.
Plenty of time in the guard tower sharing stories and dramas. Being the
mother of three boys it has been a blessing.
But women…we are an intriguing species.
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