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Author Interview
with Aisha Urooj

1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.

Hi, I am Aisha Urooj and My Dear Ellie is my debut novel. It is a coming of age
novel about two best friends, Eleanor James and Cassandra Grace. I write in
the YA genre and am located in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of,
and why?
I am proud of my debut novel as it is
about friendship and my early
reviews say that my novel can be read
by people of all ages. I like that my
readers feel that my book has a
universal appeal.

3. How long on average does it
take you to write a book?

My first book took me two years to
complete. It is the first book of a
trilogy. The second and third books I
feel will be shorter in terms of time
(perhaps one year) as I have the story
fleshed out and the characters are
well established in my mind.

4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

Most writers I know find editing to be a challenge. My challenge is that
I write succinctly and should focus on adding more descriptive
language. Even though my first book is 200 pages, I feel it contains a
lot of material because of my style of writing.

5. What was your hardest scene to write?

There is one chapter where both the main protagonist and I as a writer
encounter a tragic event which was unexpected and sudden. When I
started writing that chapter, I did not know that my story would head in
that direction, so I was surprised to discover how sombre it made me
feel. I had planned out the plot but at that time the words just poured
out and it resulted in the chapter “Of Beast and Sleeping Beauty".

6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with
bad or good ones?

I do read book reviews, at least the initial ones. I want to see if my story is
conveying the message that I want it to convey. I would say that by
reading the reviews I have grown as a writer. Sometimes the words feel
tough but I am grateful that people are reading my work.

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you
spend researching before beginning a book?

It varies. My first book did not require a lot of research but my WIP
does require quite a fair bit of research because there is a lot of
travel in it. The correct amount of research will make my book
more believable, so it is a fair trade off.

8. What does literary success look like to you?

Readers that will look forward
to my future works and look
me up by name.

9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do
you have?

I am currently working on my second novel and a bit of the third book
simultaneously. They are of the same trilogy and I am focusing on
that. I am putting any other ideas on hold until these are completed
and I am satisfied with them.

10. What’s your favorite under- I like the Phantom Tollbooth but I am
not sure if it is underappreciated. I
appreciated novel?
certainly enjoy it a lot.

11. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying
to build a body of work with connections between each book?

I think each of my novels in the Love and Friendship trilogy would be able to
stand out on their own but as a body of work, they will enrich the readers
experience. They will find questions in one book and the answer in another
and not always chronologically. I would like to include foreshadowing, hints
or glimpses into my characters and hope that the readers would enjoy
discovering on their own.

12. What are common traps for
aspiring writers?

13. What’s the most difficult
thing about writing characters
from the opposite sex?
You want the character to
resonate with them as much
as the character resonates
with you.

Getting disheartened too early.
Writing should be something for
the long haul.

