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1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the genre(s)
you write in, previous work and where you are based.
My name is David Green. I dabble in a variety of genres, but mostly horror and
thrillers, though I’ve recently finished a couple of longer fantasy pieces. I’ve
been published in North West Words, Nymphs, and The Devil Made Me Do It,
and have a number of drabbles included in anthologies by Nocturnal Sirens
and Black Hare Press to be released in the coming months. I grew up in
Manchester, UK and now live in County Galway, Ireland.
2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of, and why?
I think the ones I’m most proud of haven’t seen the light of day yet, but I hope
they will soon! I’m almost at the end of an 82k noir novel set either side of
WW2 and based in Santa Monica. It’s been a lot of work but I’m nearly at the
end. I like two pieces I’ve recently completed, a story from the point of view of
a demon called ‘A Warrior Like No Other’ and a small dark fantasy novella
called ‘Master and Apprentice.’
In terms of published pieces, I have a story called ‘The Impossible City’ which
you can read for free on Nymphs Publishing. It’s a Lovecraft-inspired cosmic
horror.
3. How long on average does it take you to write a book?
It really depends on how much research I have to do and the genre. I’m also
the kind of person that takes a break by writing something else to recharge,
so I have two or three different length projects on the go at any one time.
My main novel has taken me just under a year; but the dark fantasy novella
took three weeks (which was about 14k words).

4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?
Finding the time! I’m a stay-at-home dad to a very active two-and-a-bit year
old, so much of my writing takes place in the evenings and late at night. Of
course, you can’t just write all the time and you need to read, watch a film or
TV or play a video game to unwind and recharge but I often put much of this
to the side to get the writing in!

5. What was your hardest scene to
write?
I think the hardest scene was a sex
scene. I didn’t want it to be graphic, as
it wasn’t that kind of book, but it
couldn’t be a Hallmark version of it
either. It needed to be real and to
show the characters allowing
themselves to be vulnerable. I
attempted a few different versions of
it, and the people who have read that
section responded well to it. Tasteful is
the word!

6. Do you read your book reviews?
How do you deal with bad or good
ones?
I began writing properly by joining a
critique group, then a small fiveperson writer’s group where we
deliver feedback on each other's
work honestly and in depth. So, as
long as something is constructive
and designed to help you improve, I
don’t mind it. It’s the same with
rejection letters, a really good one
will point you in the right direction.
Some don’t!

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?
It depends on the genre and the style. My longer novel I research all the time it’s set in a real place and I wanted to have that authenticity, so I looked at
everything from the types of car, clothes, how a police department would be
set and so on. I once spent over an hour researching when showers were
installed in Californian apartments!
For more speculative horror or fantasy stories, I don’t do much research. I’ve
read so much of the genre, seen the films, shows and video games that I’m
familiar with the tropes and expectations and go ahead and create my own.

8. What does literary success look like to you?
Oh, I don’t look for much. Just a JK Rowling fortune with TV and movie deals!
Honestly, I just wanted to have a story of mine published in print to show my
son when he’s older. I’m appearing in drabble anthologies now, so that’s
been kind of achieved. I think I’d like to have a short story in a collection and
maybe someone will take a chance on one of my novellas or main novel and
get it in print. If people buy and enjoy them then that’s a bonus.
9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
Only my novel, really. It’s, at the moment, called ‘The Santa Monica Man’ and
I hope to have it completed by the end of March. I have started work on a
collaboration with two other authors - it’s a series of short Lovecraft-inspired
stories, with drabbles and flash fiction supplementing the longer pieces. They
all seem like standalone tales, but they share common DNA and, as you read
through the novel, the larger story emerges. A bit like the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, but Lovecraft and in one book. We hope to have it completed this
year and will look for a publisher.
10. What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?
I find fantasy, outside of fans of the genre, to be utterly underappreciated.
So, if I can say The Wheel of Time, then that. Otherwise, Dan Simmons’
Hyperion is a classic and I hardly ever come across people who have read it.
It’s a sci-fi story set in the future which is based on the structure of the
Canterbury Tales and is influenced heavily by the works of Keats who, despite
being dead for centuries before this story takes place, is an integral character
throughout.
11. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g. software,
self-help books, marketing books etc.)
The creative writing classes I began with were invaluable, mainly due to the
encouragement, working to a deadline and receiving feedback. Other than
that, any book I’ve ever read of any genre. It all helps.

12. Do you want each book to stand
on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with
connections between each book?
A mixture of both. I have sequels in
mind for ‘The Santa Monica Man’ but
don’t envisage it crossing over with
the Lovecraft project. I like the idea of
how all Stephen King’s or Brandon
Sanderson’s stories take place in the
same universe. But, for the moment,
I’d like to keep some of mine
separate, though I think horror and
fantasy lends itself to having
connections between each story and
I’d like to explore that. Long story
short; real-world noir detective
thrillers no, fantasy and horror, yes!

13. What are common traps for
aspiring writers?
Never showing people your work.
Not to have them write it
themselves and change it, but to
give quality feedback and
encouragement. Both are needed,
and I think all writers can be
frightened of people reading their
work. But it’s going to happen,
and if you want to submit it or
show it to a wider audience, it
should be in good shape - and
often you’ll only get that with
feedback.

14. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from
the opposite sex?
We’ve all been brought up being exposed to certain gender norms,
tropes and stereotypes and it can be difficult not to fall back on these
when writing. But it’s essential. To avoid this trap, I generally think to
myself ‘what does this character want above all else’ and work from
there, no matter their gender, sexuality or race.

