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1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.

Hi, my name is Lou Yardley and I write horror with a pinch of dark fantasy, a touch of
gore and a sprinkling of humour. I’m from a part of England that can’t quite decide if it’s
part of South London or part of Surrey.
So far, I’ve written a number of stories, but the ones I’m the most excited about are
“Hellhound”, “When The Sun Sets”, “We All Scream For Ice Cream” and the upcoming
“The Deal Maker”.

2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most
proud of, and why?

This is tough, but probably “The Deal Maker”. A demon who grants favours in
exchange for body parts was a really fun idea to explore. Plus, it was the first time
that I got to work with an editor (thank you Peter!) and I got the incredibly talented
Sludgework to design the demon that adorns the front cover.

3. How long on average does it take you to write a book?

If I’m writing a novel, it can take me between one and three months to get
the story down. Short stories and novellas go through a similar process as
the novels, but in a much shorter timeframe.

4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

Names. I suck at choosing names for my characters. One of these days I’m
going to publish a book where the main character is called “Character 1”.

5. What was your hardest
scene to write?

Ah, this is a brilliant question… but
also one that I cannot answer.
Spoilers and all that…

6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad
or good ones?

I know I probably shouldn’t, but occasionally I do check for reviews. However, I’ve
come to realise that reviews are not for the author, they’re for readers. It’s really
none of my business.
With that said, I do get pointed in the direction of some reviews and then it’s almost
impossible not to take a peek… With those ones, if they’re good, I do a little happy
dance. If they’re bad, I try to remember that it’s none of my business. (But I’d be
lying if I didn’t admit that the bad ones do make me feel a little bit sad.

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?

With “Rise of the Carnivores” I read up on a fair few dinosaurs, but I haven’t
really done a lot of research other than that. I like to watch a lot of horror
films and read a lot of books, so you could say that a lot of my research and
inspiration comes from them, especially when it comes to thinking about
tension and character dynamics.

8. What does literary success look like to you?

At first, it was to write and publish a book. Then it was to have someone buy a
copy. Then it was to have someone like it. Every time I’ve reached one of those
goals, what success looks like changes a little bit.
For now, my big time (aka in-your-dreams) goals are to make a living from doing
this and to have one of my stories adapted into a film. The indie horror film world is
full of talent, so to be able to work with some of those folks would be amazing.

9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?

I’ve got “The Deal Maker” out on the 13th July and two books in the ‘drafting’ phase.
Other than that, I’ve got a list of books that I’m planning to write

10. What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?

GAH! This is tough! I’m not sure that it really counts as a novel because it’s
pretty short, but “Maniac Gods” by Rich Hawkins is phenomenal. I don’t often
review books on Goodreads (I know, I’m a terrible human being, but there
aren’t enough hours in the day!), but I felt compelled to write something
about this one. In my review, I described the story as “bleak and horrific, but
at times also emotional and even delicate”. So, if that’s the kind of thing that
floats your boat, then you should definitely give it a try!

11. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.

I realise that this is going to sound as cheesy as hell since you guys run it, but
paying for the table and the train fare down to
Brighton for the Brighton and Hove Book Fayre in November 2018 was the best
‘writer money’ I’ve spent so far. Since that day, I feel like when it comes to my
writing and the connections I’m making that things have been on the up.

12. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?

I do have one series (that I still need to finish… I can only apologise… I get
distracted so easily… LOOK! A SQUIRREL ON A UNICYCLE!), but I do like to think
that even my stand-alones all fit into this little universe that I’ve created. There are
some very tenuous links between a few of the books and I’m pleased to say that at
least one person has even spotted them!

13. What are common traps
for aspiring writers?

A lack of editing (something I know a fair bit
about! Haha! Until now…) and not thinking
about cover designs feel like the big two.

14. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters
from the opposite sex?

I try to observe people as much as possible and I make mental notes on how people regardless of gender - react to different situations. Sometimes it feels like I’m an alien on
a research mission and I’m reporting back to the mothership… which I absolutely am not!
You can’t prove anything!
Anyway… obviously, the differing anatomy and the way it behaves is a bit of a challenge,
but I think I’ve got away with it so
far. Besides, we’re all people. Our baser needs and impulses aren’t a million miles apart.
Thank you so much for the questions! I really enjoyed answering them.
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