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1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the genre(s)
you write in, previous work and where you are based.
My name is Kristen Peterson, an author of children's picture books. I
currently live just outside of Austin Texas and work as a professional
photographer part time.

2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of, and why?

I would have to say my first book BRAVE BENNY. I first had this story idea
nine years ago but as a believer in timing it wasn't for me at the time. Recently
I picked up where I left off and things have been progressing quickly but I am
most proud as this is my first book, this was a huge personal goal of mine.

3. How long on average does it
take you to write a book?
Currently 2-3 weeks

5. What was your hardest
scene to write?

4. What is the most difficult
part of your artistic process?

Choosing the ideal illustration style that
best suits the story. As a creative myself
this is the most time-consuming part.

The middle. I normally know how I want the beginning to start and
how the story will end but for me the middle takes more time.

6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or good ones?
Yes, at the beginning. I read the first couple reviews when I first published my
book because it was new and exciting. Reading the support from readers was
incredibly uplifting. I have learned from other inspiring authors that reviews
alone do not define them as an author. Some people will love my books, and
some will not. You can try to please every reader but ultimately, it's just not
realistic.

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?

I research until I'm pleased that I've gathered all I can to provide accurate
information in my stories. In my upcoming nature series I will be doing a
lot of research.

8. What does literary success look like to you
That moment my published book lands in my hands is when I feel
I'm successful. Sharing my work with others and knowing even
just one reader enjoyed my book makes my heart so happy.
9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?

Six. I am working on my upcoming nature series, two seasonal picture books
and one natural healing book. Of course story ideas fill my head daily.

10.What was the best money you ever spent
as a writer? (E.g. software, self-help
books, marketing books etc.

Illustrations for sure.
They're just as important as
a purposeful story.

11.Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying
to build a body of work with connections between each book?

Right now, I like how each book stands on its own. However, my nature
series will definitely be connected in more than one way.

12.What are common traps for aspiring writers

Self-doubt. I can't speak enough about how paralyzing this can be for
aspiring authors. Surround yourself with a good support team, join online
groups and forums. Truly understand every successful author began
somewhere and most likely experienced some level of self-doubt one time or
another. It takes a lot to put our work out there for the world to judge. I have
a huge support system which I think is so vital to new authors.

13.What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from the
opposite sex?

Writing of the opposite sex isn't really much of a struggle for me. Maybe in
the future if I were to write a fictional novel I'd have a different response but
now as a children's author it's not that difficult for me.
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