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1. Please provide a brief introduction,
including your name, the genre(s) you write
in, previous work and where you are based.
My name is Daren Callow, and I’m based a medium sized cannon shot from the
English Channel in Hove. I write mainly in the sci-fi genre, specifically steampunk,
but also dabble in comedy, straight fiction and plays. So far, I’ve only released one
book – Tales Of New Albion – a deconstructed steampunk novel in ten short stories.
The second volume is nearly completed and I’m also working on a collection of sci-fi
short and medium length stories. I often do live readings in character and have
found time from somewhere to record a podcast in the form of a fictional steampunk
radio show where I read all the stories. I’ve also had a couple of short plays used by
the Brighton Theatre Of The Air company.

2. Which of your books /
pieces of writing are you
most proud of, and why?

Well I’ve only done one, so it must be that:
Tales Of New Albion. Inevitably it’s also the
book I’m least proud of.

3. How long on average
does it take you to write
a book?

Hard to say, but it looks like about 2-3 years! I have
no real excuse though, I’m just very bad at creating
deadlines for myself. I need someone to threaten
me at every stage to get on with it.

4. What is the most
difficult part of your
artistic process?

Figuring out how to write when I don’t have a
deadline. Somehow the stories keep coming, so I
have to keep agreeing to read them in public, that
way I have to actually write them down.

5. What was your hardest scene to write?
Finishing the book was hard, but once I’d decided I would do it as a three-parter,
but in the wrong order it became easier. Proof-reading the whole book was also
tough as I’d become completely snow-blind to it by that point.

6. Do you read your book reviews? How
do you deal with bad or good ones?

Yes, I do and if it’s a bad one I
weep softly to myself for months.

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you
spend researching before beginning a book?
Fortunately, or rather, by complete design I mostly write in the fictional alternate
timespace of New Albion. So, all the research can be carried out in the wackier parts
of my brain. I can thoroughly recommend this approach for anyone who, like me,
finds researching real things a pedant’s nightmare.

8. What does
literary success
look like to you?

Finishing a book. I have never been one to be motivated
by awards, or even praise really. If the story is good and
I managed to finish it, that will do for me.

9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
Two. But I’ve started so many that I’ve actually lost count. Since I realized that sci-fi
(ie totally made up and not based in the real world) stories work best for me I’ve
managed to actually get something finished!

10. What’s your favorite
under-appreciated novel?

I want to say Dune, but I think that
probably is well appreciated.

11. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g. software,
self-help books, marketing books etc.)
Instrumental music bought from iTunes… I prefer to write to music rather
than songs.

12. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying
to build a body of work with connections between each book?
Both if I can. I genuinely like the idea that any of my Tales Of New Albion stories /
chapters would stand on their own, and I believe they do as I often read them to a
cold audience. The joy, I like to think, is in discovering that they all link together in
some way. In fact, I have a close friend who won’t listen to my readings as he
wants to read all the stories together in the book, that way he has no spoilers.

13. What are common
traps for aspiring
writers?

Biting off more than you can chew. Start with short
stories and see where that goes. In my case it’s led
to over 80,000+ words about one fictitious world.

14. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from
the opposite sex?
I wouldn’t know. I challenge myself regularly to turn stereotypically male / female
roles into the other sex to see how that works. I wrote one chapter of Tales Of New
Albion where all the main (i.e. speaking/action) roles were female, I’m hoping you
won’t even spot which one it is.
Welcome to the delightfully eccentric world of New
Albion. A place where mad inventors rub shoulders with
carefree adventurers, grizzled mercenaries, punctilious
civil servants and, really rather dull, villains. Where
transport is always by mechanical horse, airship or
overwrought rocket and crimes are solved by intelligent
hounds and military cats.
So, don your goggles, holster your ray-gun and prepare
for adventure after adventure in the brave, new and
entirely bonkers world of Tales Of New Albion – Volume
1. It's going to be a hell of a ride.

https://www.darencallow.co.uk/
https://www.talesofnewalbion.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TalesOfNewAlbion/

