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1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the genre(s) you write in, previous 

work and where you are based.

My name is David F. Gray.  I write mainly horror, although I like to season it with action, adventure 
and mystery.  I live in Sulphur Springs, an older Tampa, Florida neighbourhood where rumours of 

ghosts are common.

2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of, and why?

Naturally I am proud of Gamble's Run as it is my first published horror novel.  I think that it is a 
compelling story that features a unique location.   I am also very excited by my current project, The 
Vegas Rift.  I feel that it is the best work I have ever done.  I am nearly finished with the first draft.

3. How long on average does it take you to write a book?

Depending on the length, usually about 12 months.

4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?

Starting!  The idea of typing that first line of what could be a one hundred thousand plus word novel and a 
year's worth of labor can be daunting, especially when nine times out of ten I hate the first draft of that 

first line!

5. What was your hardest scene to write?

Early in Gamble's Run there is a scene where my main protagonist is tormented by a visit from an 
entity pretending to be his infant daughter, who died in the first chapter.  Despite everything that came 

afterward, that was an extremely difficult scene to write.

6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or good ones?

I appreciate those readers who take the time to write reviews for my work and will happily read all of 
them.  Being human, I am pleased by good reviews and disappointed by bad reviews.  However, I 
have learned through experience not to let them affect me too much or for too long.  I will listen to 

anyone offering serious criticism.  However, it's my work and I alone am responsible for it.



7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend researching before beginning a book?

Depends of the book.  Gamble's Run is centered in a specific location called the Slave Canal, an obscure 
piece of Florida history, so I did extensive research on the surrounding area and on the history of the 

canal itself.  My current novel, The Vegas Rift, takes place partially in (surprise) Las Vegas, so a few trips 
to Sin City were required.  That was tedious, difficult research!

8. What does literary success look like to you?

At the end of the day, I've got to be happy (never satisfied) with my own work.  If I've stayed true to my 
story and characters while not compromising my personal convictions and principles, then I call that 

success.  If others read and enjoy my work, that's even better.  If there are royalties, that's the icing on 
the proverbial cake.

9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?

I started a novel called The Bazaar a few years ago.  I got about fifty thousand words into it and got 
brain freeze so I tucked it away for later.  Including that, there are at least four 'just started' and 'half 

finished' novels hiding out somewhere on my hard drive.

10. What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?

I don't know if 'under-appreciated' is the right term since it was written by H.G. Wells, but I've always 
had a soft spot for Men Like Gods.  It's one of his later works, and maybe he sacrificed the story a bit 
to share his vision of utopia, but I read it at a young age and it had an impact on me, particularly his 

five principles of liberty:  privacy, free movement, unlimited knowledge, truthfulness, and free 
discussion (allowing criticism).  That last one is something I feel many of us, particularly our leaders, 

have forgotten or ignored in the past few decades.

11. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g. software, self-help books, marketing 

books etc.)

$1.95 for a used copy of The Elements Of Style by Strunk and White.  Every serious writer should not 
only own a copy but know it by heart!  Second best money was for Stephen King's On Writing.

12. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to build a body of work with 

connections between each book?

Both.  A novel should stand or fall on its own merits.  While it can be a part of a larger universe, I feel it 
should have a clear beginning, middle and satisfying end.  Anything less cheats the reader.  I followed 
this pattern with Gamble's Run.  It has a definitive and (I hope) satisfying ending, but there is plenty of 

story left to tell.

13. What are common traps for aspiring writers?

I can only speak for myself, but a trap I have to constantly avoid is discouragement.  I've gotten my 
share of rejection letters and over the years have quit more times than I would like to admit.  Also its 

easy to get discouraged when I read what I've written the previous day and realize that it is terrible.  You 
have to keep writing.  A dear friend of mine coined a phrase.  'I will not quit, therefore I cannot be 

defeated!'  Words to live...and write...by.

14. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from the opposite sex?

Writing characters from the opposite sex!  I have been married to the same woman for 35 years and she 
still manages to surprise and confound me.  Sometimes I look at her and realize that I still have no clue 
as to how the female of the species works.  In the end, I have to write from a human perspective.  My 
female characters are neither the clichéd damsel in distress nor the domineering warrior, but rather 

human beings with their own strengths and weaknesses.



Reeling from the tragic loss of his infant daughter Molly and the disappearance 
of his wife

Melody, Garrett Webb begins a journey that will ultimately bring him to Gamble’s 
Run, a long-abandoned canal hidden deep in central Florida.

 
If he has any hope of finding his wife, he must penetrate the mysteries 

surrounding the canal and confront the evil that has festered there for untold 
centuries. 

 
Webb will make deadly enemies, but will also gain steadfast friends and allies, and 

together they will confront a power that exists beyond time and space. 
 

Unearthly forces clash in ancient conflict with a single question hanging in the 
balance: What dwells beneath the forgotten waters of Gamble’s Run?

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Gambles-Run-David-F-Gray-ebook/dp/B07FM15MCH


