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1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.
My name is Sue Oldham, though I write as S P Oldham. I write horror and dark,
speculative fiction. I currently have a zombie series, ‘The Mindless Trilogy – The
Zombie Apocalypse: When a Little Knowledge is a Dangerous Thing,’ available as
an e-book. I also have a short story collection called ‘Hag’s Breath: A Collection of
Witchcraft and Wickedness,’ available as an e-book and a second collection,
‘Wakeful Children: A Collection of Horror and Supernatural Tales,’ available in
both e-book and paperback editions. I am based in the Sirhowy Valley in South
Wales, UK.

2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of, and
why?
In addition to the above, I have written lots of stand-alone short stories and poetry
that I have not published but have shared online. Of all of my work, I think I am
most proud of the trilogy, not least because I proved to myself that I can actually
complete a work of this length. I wrote the first book in the series, ‘Sleep, Think,
Die’ after a particularly vivid dream, and it went from there. I have a short, semiautobiographical story called ‘Shouting At Stars,’ which I am also proud of. It is
more prose really, a medium that allowed me to explore the beauty of language. I
am quite proud of that, too.

3. How long on average does it take you to write a book?
This can vary greatly, dependent on a number of factors. I also have a day job,
which means writing time is limited to out of hours, so to speak. However, for
various reasons I won’t bore you with here, that may not be the case for very
much longer, which in theory should give me more time for writing. For those

same reasons, I am quite nocturnal, so often find myself at the keyboard in the
wee small hours. I suppose on average I would say it takes at least four to six
months, usually longer.

4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?
Getting the initial story down is an exciting thing, including the strange sense of
near panic it invokes in me! Editing is notoriously tricky, because no matter how
thorough you think you have been, you can guarantee you miss something every
time, hence the importance of proof readers and street teams. But without doubt,
speaking as an indie author, the most difficult part is marketing and making sales. I
include this as part of the artistic process because it is the culmination of all that
work and passion, the means of ‘getting it out there.’ It could be said that
marketing is an art in and of itself.

5. What was your hardest scene to write?
The entire story ‘Joe Gallows’ was hard for me to write, because it is probably the
most graphically violent story I have written to date. I don’t really know where it
came from, the idea just grew and I had to write it. I think what made it difficult was
the lack of fantasy or magical elements to soften events. There were no witches,
no ancient evils, no elemental forces, just the sheer wickedness of man. It was
both very recognisably human and utterly repulsive at the same time. The scenes
where Joe kills the children, and the manner in which he does it, were hard to
write, yet in a way I enjoyed the challenge. It is interesting to test where your
personal cut off point is, what you are willing to explore and what you are not. It
teaches you something about yourself. You have to keep reminding yourself that
this is not real, you are not hurting real children, it is fiction, after all. But yes, that
was probably the furthest out of my comfort zone I have put myself in terms of
writing violence, so to speak.

6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or good
ones?
Yes, I do read them, because I get so few of them! I also use the good ones to
promote my books on social media. On reflection, perhaps I should have said
‘getting reviews’ is the most difficult part of the process.
I try to take the not -so-good reviews on the chin. After all, if you are going to ask
people for their opinions, then you have to be able to take them. Each to their own
and all that. I did have the horrible experience of being left a revenge review once,

but it was so nasty in a personal sense, insulting me as a person rather than my
work as an author (I did not know the person) and so obviously malicious that
Amazon removed it without question. Other than that, I would never dispute a
reader’s opinion, nor engage in a discussion about it. Not everyone will like my
work and that is fine by me, we are all different.

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?
Again depending on the book, I do a fair amount of research both before and
whilst I am writing it. I also try to do as much fact checking as I can, especially in
areas I am not familiar with, such as weaponry for example. As for what I
research, I have looked into things such as the construction of medieval peasant
huts, through to modern day wolf-hunting in Scandinavian countries. Wherever
possible, I refer to my own personal knowledge and experience and that of others,
by the simple process of talking to the appropriate people. The tough thing about
research is it can be very interesting – too interesting in fact. It can become very
distracting. Discipline is the name of the game!

8. What does literary success look like to you?
In simple terms, just completing the piece of writing in a form I am happy with
could be called literary success. I have achieved what I set out to achieve. I would
love to make enough from my books to earn a living, allowing me to give that day
job up. That would be literary success for me, personally.
Another form of success, one that gives me a huge thrill, is knowing I have
touched a reader, that they have enjoyed my work, engaged with my characters
and been taken along with the storyline. That is also literary success, I feel.

9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
In this genre I have two books that are ongoing concerns, so to speak. I am
currently writing a book that could be considered Grimdark, which I think is not so
very different from dark, speculative fiction except it includes a more obvious
element of fantasy than any of my work thus far.

10. What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?
Of my own? I honestly think my zombie trilogy has some fun, original scenes and
settings. Of other authors, I think perhaps ‘Fellside’ by M R Carey, the same
author who wrote ‘The Girl With All the Gifts.’ I just thought ‘Fellside’ was a very

different story, very well written and extremely gripping.

11. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)
I would have to say hiring professional artist and illustrator Mike Tenebrae to bring
my characters to life in poster form. Mike produced a poster for ‘Sleep, Think, Die’
that I love. It was great fun collaborating with him over how my characters should
be represented. The artwork he produced to illustrate The Sisters (from ‘Hag’s
Breath’) is nothing short of beautiful. I have both posters hanging in my office as
well as printed on various promotional items. Money well spent indeed.

12. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?
The trilogy is made up of three inter-connecting books of course. I suppose you
could pick any one of them up and start reading, but really you need to start with
‘Sleep, Think, Die’ and then go in order, to get the most out of them. My other
books are short story collections and so are stand-alones. I don’t really intend to
have a single theme that joins my books, other than the fact that they are all in
the same genre.

13. What are common traps for aspiring writers?
Thinking you don’t need proof readers. No matter how good you are, you are still
a human being, and prone to mistakes. A fresh pair of eyes and an honest,
objective opinion is always a good idea. And prepare to toughen up! Most people
are at least civil in their reviews of your work, but some are utterly ruthless. Be
prepared to learn as you go along – it is quite a rollercoaster!

14. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from
the opposite sex?
Keeping it real rather than falling into obvious stereotypes and unnatural sounding
language. Trying to ‘hear’ your characters speak in your head before writing the
dialogue. In truth, I am not sure there is much difference really, male or female,
your characters are human. If they are not human that it shouldn’t be an issue
either way…

