Interview with
Scott Donnelly
1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your
name, the genre(s) you write in, previous work and
where you are based.
My name is Scott Donnelly, and I’m an indie author
based out of Grove City, Ohio in the US. I’ve created
The Infinite Doctrine (facebook.com/theinfinitedoctrine)
- a platform I use to write and release all of my
offerings. I like to dabble in and out of genres, but my
more recent releases have been sci-fi, horror and
mystery. I have written THE SCOUT BROOKS STORY
(series), THE HILLIARD HAUNTING: A NOVELLA,
and my latest, a Bigfoot thriller with a twist, SALIX
MARSH.
2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of, and why?
Of all the stories I’ve written, I am most proud of my quirky sci-fi adventure series,
THE SCOUT BROOKS STORY (facebook.com/thescoutbrooksstory). Four books
in the series - each book details a year in high school for the main trio. Freshman
year, they stumble upon a secret government agency run by the high school
astronomy teacher, which specializes in interstellar war. Going into the project
knowing it would be difficult, I was able to make each entry exactly as I imagined
it, and complete the series to my liking. A lot of thought, research, character
details and quirks, and creativity went into my four year long project. I couldn’t be
happier with how it turned out.
3. How long on average does it take you to write a book?
I try to take my time with ideas and notes before jumping into the writing
phase. Sometimes I get impatient and just go for it, and the story ends up weak or
suffers. Sometimes a project will sit half finished for a couple years - like my
newest release, SALIX MARSH - before I am able to get the inspiration to finish it
appropriately. After I got married and had children, my time has become limited,
so I try to focus more on smaller projects, or just accept the fact that it will take me
longer these days.

4. What was your hardest scene to write?
The hardest scene I’ve ever had to write was basically the last 1/4 of SPACE
CREEPS OF ANDROMEDA, the final entry to THE SCOUT BROOKS STORY.
After spending four entire books with a cast of main characters, I wanted to make
sure I was able to wrap up everyone’s stories and send them on their way
honorably, without it coming across as me just writing “he did this”, “she ended up
doing that”, etc.
5. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or good ones?
I try to read as many reviews of my books as I can come across. I love to see
what people have to say about my work. When they are good reviews, I try to
cherish them and use them as inspiration to keep going. When they’re bad
reviews, I just try not to let them bother me too much. You can’t please everyone.
And that’s one of the main reasons I offer all of my downloads for Free, or at the
most, $.99. If someone really hates my work, at least I can say, “at least you
didn’t spend any money on it!”
6. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend researching
before beginning a book?
It really depends. I write a lot of horror, and I watch a lot of horror. So I feel like I
know what I would personally want to see/read in a book without repeating ideas
over and over. With SCOUT BROOKS for example, since a good majority of the
storylines deal with space, and planets, moons, interstellar travel, I did spend a
little time getting correct figures and information to include.
7. What does literary success look like to you?
It’s not about money to me - obviously my stuff is free. I think literary success is
writing things that people can enjoy, relate to and look forward to.
8. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g. software, self-help
books, marketing books etc.)
Writing is (currently) only a hobby for me. So I have yet to put a lot of money into
this passion. However, when I bought a few copies of THE FRESHMAN
INVASION (Book 1 in Scout Brooks) to sell at a local coffee shop in town, I kept
the receipt that the owner gave me for my first sale. Just looking at that receipt
makes me feel good.

9. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to build a body of
work with connections between each book?
Aside from from a couple series’s, I’d like all of my books to stand alone. Of
course if a sequel comes into the picture, that’d be a different story. But I created
The Infinite Doctrine purposely to have a very eclectic library of works.
10. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from the opposite sex?
Men and women think and act different. That’s no secret. So as a man, I know
how to write for a man. The main characters in THE SCOUT BROOKS STORY
are all young men, 14-18 years of age throughout the series. Their dialogue came
naturally, and I chose the unique route to write in a manner in which a group of
guys would chat with one another. Very laid back, lots of ridiculous slang, etc.
After settling down with my wife (dating then marriage) I had more to go on as far
as writing for women characters. If I didn’t have her, it would still be very
confusing.

