Author Interview
with P.J. Blakey-Novis
1. Please provide a brief introduction,
including your name, the genre(s) you write
in, previous work and where you are based.
My name is Peter Blakey-Novis, and I am a British writer based on the south
coast of England. I am the author of two novels, three collections of short stories,
and one children’s book.

2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of,
and why?
This is a difficult question, but if I had to choose one then it would be the short
horror collection, Tunnels. It was a real joy to write and has received consistently
great feedback. It also has an awesome cover (designed by my wife at Red Cape
Graphic Design).

3. How long on average does it take you to write a book?
My first novel took me around a year from start to publication, the follow-up was
much quicker as the characters were already established. Short stories, such as
those in my horror collections, typically take a couple of weeks from start to
completion.

4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?
Finding time and not getting distracted. And trying to come up with something
original, which is why I favour twists at the end of each story (certainly with the
short stories). They are rarely heading in the direction that the reader would
expect.

5. What was your hardest scene to write?
A few of the stories are quite personal to me, and the protagonists deal with reallife situations, so this can be quite emotional at times. My debut novel includes a
lot of sex scenes, which are very explicit. I wrote it as I wanted to, without holding
back any of the details, but I do get nervous about what the reader will think.

6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or
good ones?
I do check for new reviews, probably more often than is healthy. I’ve been very
fortunate and have had a high number of 4 and 5 star reviews across the books (at
the time of writing this I average 4.45/5 on GoodReads from 60 reviews). I’ve had a
couple of bad ones, some 2 stars and a 1 star, but they didn’t include any
explanation so I try to ignore them and focus on the average.

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?
The only real research I’ve needed to do is drug and chemical related, such as
levels of Rohypnil needed to knock someone out, how to make sodium hydroxide
from household items etc. My search history is a scary place!

8. What does literary success look like to you?
The fact that I’ve written these books, and that they are being read and receiving
good feedback feels like a huge accomplishment in itself. That said, I would love to
make a comfortable living from it, of course.

9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
I currently have half of the next horror collection almost finished, a horror novella
started, another novella about 25% complete, and some dark poetry which I plan
to publish when there are enough to fill a collection. As I said earlier, I’m easily
distracted.

10. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)
I’ve bought a lot of marketing guides, novel planning books, etc and they have
been useful but there is a lot of overlap in the advice given. The best set I have
found has been anything by Joanna Penn. I also bought Scrivener to write in
which I couldn’t manage without now, it really is very useful.

11. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?
My two novels are connected as the second carries on from where the first left off.
With the collections of horror stories, there are common themes running throughout
but each story is its own. Some are fun ghost stories, monsters in the walls,
nightmares coming to life etc, whereas some deal with mental health issues,
particularly abandonment, anger, and loneliness.

12. What are common traps for aspiring writers?
Not ensuring the book is edited well enough. If self-published, not making the effort
to market the book effectively.

13. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from
the opposite sex?
I tend to base female characters on real people, in so much as I try to work out
what they would say and do in certain scenarios. I think the writing from a female
perspective has been believable thus far, and I always get my wife to read my work
before anyone else sees it to be sure it’s up to standard.
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