Interview with
Mercedes Prunty
1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the genre(s) you write
in, previous work and where you are based.
Hi and thank you so much for having me. My name is Mercedes Prunty and I’m
based in East Sussex in the UK. I mostly write Zombie horror and Fantasy books,
so far I have four books self-published, 2 in each genre. I have another 2 zombie
horror ones that I hope to release soon. I trained as a hairdresser before realising
my dream of writing whilst on maternity leave with my 2nd child.
2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of, and why?
I can’t choose, I love them all. I love my Alone series because the main character
Stacie is so strong, mentally and physically and her world is so different in many
ways to ours. I love Junia because in my mind it is beautiful yet dark, the world is
built of spirits and souls and people who wield magic and powers. And The Keeper
of the Key was my first book baby and the story is original but I will eventually go
back and re-format it as I was new to the indie author scene when I published it and
was learning on the job.
3. How long on average does it take you to write a book?
A year. I tend to write one, go off and write another, then go back and finish the first
and publish it then go back to the other, finish and publish that. It would be a shorter
process if my mind didn’t wonder with other ideas.
4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?
Time. With two young children it is difficult to find the time to write so I grab any
chance I can. I also volunteer at my kids school and read to the children who need
extra reading support and that takes up some of my writing free time but is so
rewarding as I feel all children should be able to experience the joy of reading. I find
it so upsetting when I talk to and see children who can’t read because I feel they are
missing out on so many cool worlds to explore.

5. What was your hardest scene to write?
In my last Alone book in the series a character I’m really attached to had to die for
a sacrifice to save the many but I can’t give too much away as it’s not release yet.
It made me feel a little detached from the story for a while and I almost went back
and changed it but I know deep inside that it needed to happen.
6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or good ones?
I do and I don’t. When I first published I would read them and jump for joy or cry.
But I have come to the conclusion you can’t please everyone. Plus when I buy a
book I don’t tend to read the reviews, if I like the sound of it or the cover I will buy
it. I love going into a real bookshop and buying books and in there they have no
review lists next to it so it’s a chance I’m taking.
7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend researching
before beginning a book?
All depends on the type of book I’m writing. The one I just submitted to Kindle
Scout had trains, volcanic ash, an Amoeba and doctors. So I needed to do a lot of
research for train times (as I wanted it to be realistic), I had to research volcano’s,
what the volcanic ash is made up of, how far ash clouds can travel and the
weather and how that effects the travel of the ash. I had to look up Amoeba’s and
found the right one for my story and also how doctors / Public health doctors
would perform an autopsy. Which was all very fascinating. I tend to do the
research as I’m writing it and as idea’s hit me.
8. What does literary success look like to you?
People reading my books. But one day I would like to earn a few more pennies
from my books and gain a bit more exposure… Ok I’m lying, I would love to be like
J.K. Rowling!!! I mean come on, we all strive to be mega successful!!!
9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
Hmm… Let me check… 6! I’m working on the last Alone one, then The Keeper of
the Key 2, then some random others I have come up with and half written and will
eventually go back to.
10. What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?
The Enemy by Charlie Higson. It’s a brilliant zombie series but based on Kids
surviving like adults and in the UK too. It should so be made into a film or T.V.
series.

11. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g. software, self-help
books, marketing books etc.)
Microsoft word – or I wouldn’t be able to write at all on my laptop. I remember the
good old days when Microsoft word used to be included on the PC when you
purchased it.
12. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to build a body
of work with connections between each book?
I have a couple of series, and a few stand-alone’s. It just depends on the time of
writing and the idea.
13. What are common traps for aspiring writers?
There are loads – Vanity publishing deals (Take your money and book is cheap
and nasty or unreadable), rogue editors (Who take your money, edit your work
and publish it as their own, I know a woman this happened to and she had to get
Amazon to help her fight for the book back and lucky for her she kept all receipts
and emails as evidence) ,companies that email you saying how great your book is
and how they want to promote it if you pay a large X amount. All I can say is do
your research into things, don’t hire anyone unless you know they are legit!!!
14. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from the opposite sex?
Getting into their brain, I just about know how my own brain works let alone a
guys!!! I am always asking my husband questions about things only guys would
know to make sure it sounds correct and realistic.

