Author Interview
with Marc Johnson
1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the genre(s) you
write in, previous work and where you are based.
My name is Marc Johnson, but I author as Marc W. Johnson. I am passionate
about writing in the science fiction and horror genres. My previous works include
“A Collection of Dark Short Stories and Poetry,” “Legacy,” and my recent novel
“Husker.” I am home based in the United States, near a small body of water
called the Atlantic Ocean.

2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of, and why?
Right now, I would say “Legacy” since it is my first real novel, and we all
remember the anticipation, the exhilaration, and the pain of our first.

3. How long on average does it take you to write a book?
Honestly, I don’t know. It is still all a very fluid process for me. Since I haven’t
been writing that long I am figuring it out. I have steps I do, but the actual
storytelling, well, I try to write 4-5 pages a day, but that does not always go as
planned.

4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?
Jesus, okay - I would have to say character development. To me, if a reader is
unable to connect with at least one character, they do not get a fulfilling
experience, and they won’t enjoy the read.

5. What was your hardest scene to write?
In all honesty, it was the brutal opening salvo in “Legacy.” However, it was
necessary for the story line and as writers; we should not compromise our
feelings, not write something because it might offend ours or the reader’s
sensibilities’, after all, isn’t that one of the reasons they read this genre.

6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or good ones?
I do read them when I see them, and in a way they are validation. Sometimes,
even the bad ones if they have something constructive, but if they just trash it, I
move on.

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend researching
before beginning a book?
I try to research as much as I can on the topic. For instance, I am currently trying
to read theory on quantum computing, fascinating stuff. The great thing about
writing “LEGACY” was, as long as you stay within the parameters of the lore and
not go too far astray, it basically writes itself. However, there were a few details I
needed to research for the back story flashback, and the rough English character
of Giles. Giles took me a long time. The colloquialisms of his character needed to
be dead on because I wanted him to sound authentic. I had to get the slang
correct along with proper usage, which was hard for me. I hope I didn’t muck it up.

8. What does literary success look like to you?
A body of work that people don’t hate.

9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
I try not to delve into more than one book at a time; however, I have about 3
screenplays I am currently working between and 5 ideas in the wings.

10. What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel?
If I had one in mind, answering this would make me a critic – I’m a writer.

11. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g. software, selfhelp books, marketing books etc.)
Well, most don’t know this, but “LEGACY” is a screenplay first. I wanted to
combine my two favorite passions, movies and writing, so I wrote one, well two
actually, and working on a couple more in between finishing my next novel
“Husker.” The best money spent was two-fold. I bought screenwriting software
Final Draft, and The Screenwriter’s Bible by David Trottier. Both very smart
purchases if I say so myself.

12. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to build a
body of work with connections between each book?
I suppose this shows my newness as a writer, but I haven’t planned that far
ahead. A few have commented to me they hope I continue Rose’s journey in
“LEGACY,” I admit, I am mulling it over. Mostly though, no, I currently have no
plans of connecting plots or characters through different books, but that can
change. The worlds I create are mine; I – am - their - God.

13. What are common traps for aspiring writers?
First, starting with too much too fast I believe. Maybe there are writers out there
with a boat load of talent and are able to dive into a 600,000 word novel for their
maiden voyage, but I would suggest writing short stories first, find your voice.
Another is finding honest feedback. That can be brutal to a writer, which is why we
need a thick hide. If you do not have one, you won’t last long. Do not let bad or
harsh feedback bury you and suffocate your voice. A gem can be found even in
the harshest of feedback.

14. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from the
opposite sex?
It is hard not only writing about the opposite sex because, let’s face it, we have no
experiences living their lives, and we are not able to process the feelings of them
as they would. However, as humans, we all have the same basic needs, fears and
wants in what we desire from each other, whether we are opposite or not.
We all deal with our emotions differently depending on our life experiences, but
boys, in general society, are taught from an early age to “walk it off,” “suck it up”
and “be a man.” This leads us to internalize our emotions and not show them
externally. The opposite is true of girls, it’s okay for a girl to cry when she falls off
her bike and gets a few scrapes, it is expected.
For a man, writing a strong male character is a breeze because we know how it is
supposed to be. As a man, writing a strong female character like Rose in
“LEGACY” was a challenge for me. I wanted to relay her gender in both male and
female lights. I wanted her flawed, but I also wanted to relay the depth of what a
man must do to meet his stereotype, while still trying to capture the woman’s
essence of how she balances emotions, as she deals with hard choices.
I hope I succeeded. Heroes and Heroines have flaws, but what makes them such
is how they overcome them, just like us.
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