Author Interview
with Diny van Kleeff
1. Please provide a brief introduction, including
your name, the genre(s) you write in, previous
work and where you are based.
Hello, my name is Diny van Kleeff and I write for teens/young adults, older teens
and children. So far I have written science fiction and dark comedy.
Before I took writing seriously, I worked with children with disabilities, became a
software trainer then set-up and ran an estate agency (only because someone
said I couldn’t). Now that I take my writing seriously, I also home-educate my two
younger daughters, teach creative writing and at night, run ghost hunts in and
around my home town of Eastbourne.

2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of, and
why?
Books are like babies and I am proud of all of them, but for different reasons.
Mostly I am just proud of the fact that amid my sleepless, chaotic life, I actually,
periodically produce a legible book.

3. How long on average does it take you to write a book?
My first took about 8 years, because I kept producing babies instead of books,
then the latest only took about 8 months, which is less than a baby.

4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?
Finding a clear space on my desk to place my laptop. Other than that, ideas come
constantly but, actually picking one and running with it is the hard part.

5. What was your hardest scene to write?
Sex scenes, my internal prude wants to cut the rude bits out, so they tend to be
‘hinted at’ rather than graphic, which is fine for an older teen audience.

6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or good
ones?
If someone has felt enough about my book to go the effort of writing a review,
good or bad, then I am happy. Thankfully, I haven’t had any bad reviews yet.

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?
I am a research junkie – so I am constantly looking up information about
everything and trying to learn new stuff. I am also a bit of a conspiracy nut and
love YouTube videos about aliens and UFOs, which is useful because that is one
of the subjects I like to write about.

8. What does literary success look like to you?
Lots of people reading my books and actually having heard of my name in an
‘authorly’ capacity. The wealth that comes with success means nothing to me.
I’m kidding! It would be exceedingly nice to get a big, fat advance and pay off my
mortgage.

9. How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have?
I have a children’s book that needs tidying up, a sci-fi novel that needs finishing,
another novel that I started twenty years ago that could do with dusting off and
looking at and a coffee-table book that has a poem and five out of seven paintings
to accompany it that I must get sorted.

10. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)
Wine, delivered by the box – it saves me having to go to the supermarket every
day and keeps my muse from abandoning me.

11. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to
build a body of work with connections between each book?
I like to challenge myself to try new things, so I want to try writing paranormal,
thriller and horror, but still as YA or older teen books – so I guess I would like to
stick to the same market, rather than genre.

12. What are common traps for aspiring writers?
Not believing they are good enough, not having the will to write to the end, letting
life get in the way and believing everything the ‘experts’ say about needing sleep.
It’s a lie, sleep is not necessary for authors.

13. What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from
the opposite sex?
I think you have to study the opposite sex a bit more in order to get their
mannerisms and dialogue right, although staring at them too much is liable to
cause marital problems.

