Interview
with

Caroline Angel

1. Please provide a brief introduction, including your name, the
genre(s) you write in, previous work and where you are based.
Hi, I am Caroline Angel, I live in a small rural area of Victoria, Australia. I write
predominantly horror, with a touch of science fiction here and there.

2. Which of your books / pieces of writing are you most proud of, and
why?
My first little fanfic. It led to everything else, and a nice fan following. I know a lot
of people would never admit to writing fanfic, but it got me going, it rekindled a
long dormant fire and it got me encouragement. The first review made me want
more, and I lived for those. Very soon my writing couldn’t be contained into those
little chapters and the first book was born.

3. How long on average does it take you to write a book?
How long is a piece of string? I can’t answer this. First book was 6-8 months,
second 12 months, third and fourth are 3+ years and not finished.

4. What is the most difficult part of your artistic process?
Keeping the ‘fire’ going. Life, work, tragedies, family, emergencies, pets, drama,
everything conspires to put that fire out.
Writing short stories online is almost instant gratification, you get glowing
reviews within hours of posting. A book is such a long process and it can take a
year, or more, for your first review.

5. What was your hardest scene to write?
Love scenes. So I don’t do them. I guess this may change in the future as some
characters may lead me down that path, but for now I will leave that to those that
do it better

6. Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or
good ones?
I am so lucky as to have only had good reviews. I got a bad one once, but
she was a rival writer who took her review down once she actually read my
story.

7. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend
researching before beginning a book?
Depends on the subject. If I find what I am looking for on Google, great. If I
have to interview people it may take longer. As I write horror I can make
most things up and only need to search out brief histories of places, or
basic legend lore.

8. What does literary success look like to you?
I’ll let you know when I find it! Being able to write for a living would be my
idea of success.

9. How many unpublished
and half-finished books
do you have?

10. What’s your favorite
under-appreciated novel?
The Rotting Frontier, by Dave Attwell

Three.

11. What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? (E.g.
software, self-help books, marketing books etc.)
I haven’t really spent any money. I already had my computer and didn’t
buy any self-help books. Occasionally I may post a book to someone, but I
don’t know if that counts.

12. Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you
trying to build a body of work with connections between each
book?
First book is a stand-alone, however I did put a hook at the end to allow
for a possible sequel. The two next books are part of a series.

13. What are common traps for aspiring writers?
Believing you are the perfect writer. I have read so much drivel that aspiring
writers think is the next big novel. It isn’t. Listen to people’s constructive criticism
and ACT ON IT.
And when people tell you to read a lot, they are absolutely right. Read
everything you can.

14. What’s the most
difficult thing about
writing characters from
the opposite sex?
Keeping their voices different.
I prefer to write men, but it’s
not a huge preference.

